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Editor

Dear Lasallian Reader,

The global presence of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools is evidenced by their service in 82 countries. 
For over 300 hundred years, the Brothers have an-
swered the call of the Catholic Church to provide spiri-
tual and human education to the economically poor. 

The beginnings of the Brothers in North America go 
back over 170 years ago. In 1816, upon the request of 
the Bishop of the Diocese of St. Louis, three Brothers 
from France were sent to the United States to teach in 
Missouri. In 1837, four Brothers from France opened 
a school in Montreal, Canada. Eight years later Calvert 
Hall in Baltimore, Maryland, was established. 

From 1904 to 1966, the Institute witnessed an expan-
sion in membership and communities throughout the 
world. The commitment to educate those in need drew 
many Brothers in North America to service in far away 
lands. In 1911, the first group of American Brothers 
traveled to Southeast Asia to serve in the Philippines, 
which became a mission territory entrusted to the 
Baltimore District. In 1945, the Brothers in the U.S. 
began to minister in Central America. By the middle of 
the 20th century, the first American Brothers were sent 
to Africa (Ethiopia). At the request of Pope Paul VI, in 
1973, the Brothers established Bethlehem University in 
the Holy Land. 

Thirty-eight Brothers from the Region presently min-
ister outside the U.S. Under the Institute’s Twinning 
Program, the U.S.-Toronto Region also financially sup-
ports the Lwanga District in Africa. 

The growth of Lasallian partners throughout the world 
during the later half of the 20th century has contributed 
to the expansion of the Lasallian Mission. Today the 
global Lasallian network consists of 70,000 partners 
who actively participate in continuing the vision of our 
Founder, St. John Baptist de La Salle.
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regional newS

College of Santa Fe Partners 
with Laureate Education

The College of Santa Fe (CSF) Board of Trustees 
announced that it will proceed with exclusive discus-
sions about a partnership with Laureate Education, 
Inc. Laureate operates an international network of 
colleges and universities, which will provide opportuni-
ties for CSF students to study abroad and for interna-
tional students to study at CFS, diversifying the college’s 
student body and expanding the academic dialogue 
among global programs. The college will maintain its 
independent identity and will continue and strengthen 
its role in the Santa Fe arts community. 

NativityMiguel Network to 
Conduct Mission Assessment 

The NativityMiguel Network of Schools (NMNS) 
recently received a $154,200 grant from an anonymous 
donor. The grant will be used to conduct an assessment 
of the Network’s mission. 

“The Network is very focused on mission assessment as 
can be seen in our CARA [Center for Applied Research 
in the Apostolate] survey,” said NMNS executive direc-
tor, Monsignor John Jordan. This grant will allow the 
Network to pursue higher level assessment objectives 
both internally and in conjunction with our schools. We 
need to be able to measure our outcomes in a way that 
will show our current and potential donors the impact 
these schools have made on our country.”  

San Miguel School Awarded 
$100K for Institutional Excellence
Congratulations to San Miguel Middle School in 
Washington, DC, for winning the Fight For Children 
Quality Schools Initiative Award of $100,000. The 
annual award recognizes a public school, a public char-
ter school, and one independent school in the District of 
Columbia for institutional excellence. To qualify for the 
award, 40 percent of the school’s enrollment must come 
from  low-income background and the school must 
demonstrate increasing student achievement.

“The money will aid us to expand our program from 
one section in each grade to two sections of 15 [in each 
class],” said Brother Francis Eells, principal of San Miguel 
Middle School. “This will eventually mean helping 90 
boys in grades 6-8 instead of the original 45.” Entire Senior Class of San 

Miguel Tucson is College-bound
All 37 members of the  inaugural senior class of San 
Miguel High School in Tucson, Arizona, have been 
accepted to colleges. At least 119 acceptance letters have 
been received and the financial aid awarded amounts 
to $3.6 million. San Miguel students are all from low-
income families, and many will be the first in their fami-
lies to attend college. “We are so proud of these students 
and thankful to all who have assisted them,” said Brother 
Stanislaus Campbell,  provincial of the San Francisco 
District. “Their families, the Tucson business commu-
nity, the Cristo Rey Network, the New Orleans-Santa 
Fe District, and our trustees and staff have achieved so 
much in four short years. Our vision of bringing Lasallian 
education to those who need it most has been richly real-
ized at San Miguel.”   

Photo courtesy of Rafael Crisostomo of the Catholic Standard
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Institute Opens North 
American Development Office

The Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools 
has established the La Salle International Foundation to 
solicit government and major philanthropic support in 
North America for emerging initiatives of the Institute. 
The new development office will be headed by Brother 
Craig Franz and will be housed in the same building 
where the Christian Brothers Conference office is located 
in Washington, DC.

An initial meeting in Washington, April 28-29, brought 
together a group of Brothers who represented vari-
ous services in the Institute. They discussed how global 
Lasallian projects might be cooperatively funded through 
additional development efforts. Initially targeted are 
several projects in Africa which support educational 
efforts for women and displaced populations. 

regional newS

New Trustees Attend Workshop 
on Mission and Governance

The latest in a series of unique workshops created for 
Lasallian schools in the San Francisco District brings to 
more than 300 the number of people trained to serve 
as school trustees. Thirteen participants, from schools in 
California, Oregon, and Washington, attended the May 
14-16 gathering at Mont La Salle in Napa, California.  
“Trusteeship is a ministry, and to succeed in ministry 
requires discernment, orientation, and preparation,” said 
Robert Jordan of the Office of Education, who oversees 
the Board Development Program. Created in 1996 and 
refined continuously since then, the Program introduces 
prospective trustees to the Lasallian educational mission 
and to the theory and practice of school governance. 

“I have served over the years on several boards, but never 
with any training or orientation offered, so my ability 
to make a positive contribution was delayed. This work-
shop showed me what the focus and purpose of our 
Board are,” said Mike Popoff of La Salle High School in 
Yakima, Washington.  

Center on Religious Pluralism 
Opens at Saint Mary’s College 

Saint Mary’s College of California announced the open-
ing of a new research center that will explore issues of 
religious pluralism in political culture and public policy. 
The Center for Engaged Religious Pluralism will bring 
together representatives of various religious perspectives 
in an effort to move toward mutual understanding and 
suggested solutions of issues in public policy and polit-
ical culture. It is headed by Barbara McGraw, a prac-
ticing attorney and a professor of social ethics, law, and 
public life. 

The Center’s first initiative, the  Prison Religion Project,   
will develop a model policy to accommodate religious 
diversity in prisons. It also plans to study K-12 educa-
tional issues involving religion, and the religious and 
cultural implications of economic globalization. It will 
share its findings through the internet, podcasts, videos, 
professional conferences and publications. 

For more information, visit www.engagedpluralism.org. 

Organization of Young Lasallians 
in the Region Gets Underway

An ad hoc committee of Young Lasallians and Brothers 
met in Chicago from April 11 to 13 to develop a struc-
ture and organization for the Young Lasallians movement 
in the Region which shall consist of Lasallian teachers, 
staff and collegians in their early 20s and mid-30s.

The committee agreed to focus on three specific areas 
for the next 12 months: 1) utilize technology to connect 
Young Lasallians; 2) rally Young Lasallians around an 
annual thematic project (migration in 2008); and 3) 
identify existing activities and programs for Lasallian 
Collegians and organize this age group.

Young lasallians ad hoc committee: (l-r) elissa Pensa-Cerros, Tina Bonacci, Marilyn 
Paquette, Brother Charles Kitson,  alisa Macksey and Marie lawler.
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regional newS

regional appointments

Martin Richard  is the new Coordinator of 
Recruitment of the Lasallian Volunteers for the U.S-
Toronto Region. 
Brother Frank Carr of the Midwest District was re-
elected chairman and Brother Edmond Precourt 
of the Long Island-New England District was re-
elected vice chairman at the May 2008 meeting of 
the Regional Visitors’ Conference. 
Brother Kevin Convey (Midwest) was elected Chair 
of the Regional Education Board.







Affiliates

Loras “Red” Sieve, Chair of the Board of Regents 
of Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota School of 
Graduate and Professional Programs, was affiliated to 
the Institute on June 6. 

Mildred Dill’ard, secretary at the Lasallian Educational 
Opportunities Center in Oakland since it opened in 
1993, was affiliated to the Institute on June 14.

institute appointments

Brother Robert Berger – International Council for 
Lasallian Resources and Research.
Ms. Tina Bonacci – International Council of Young 
Lasallians.
Brother Timothy Coldwell – International Council 
on Being Brothers Today.
Brother Kevin Dalmasse – International Council 
for the Lasallian Educational Mission.
Brother Craig Franz – International Council for 
Solidarity and Development.
Brother Charles Kitson – Coordinating Secretary of 
the Lasallian Family and Association Secretariat.
Mr. Greg Kopra – International Council for 
Lasallian Family and Association.
Ms. Celine Quinio – International Council for 
Communication.

















new appointments

national appointment

Brother Gerard Frendreis was appointed to the Finance 
Committee of the Conference of Major Superiors of 
Men (CMSM) by its President, the Reverend Thomas 
Picton, CSsR. He will hold the position for three years 
beginning April 1. Brother Gerard is currently Director 
of Finance and Administration for the Christian Brothers 
Conference. The CMSM Finance Committee is a stand-
ing committee and is led by the CMSM Treasurer, 
Brother Francis Carr, Visitor of the Midwest District.

Ministry appointments

Brother Stan Sobczyk – President of the School of 
Applied Theology in Oakland, California, beginning 
January 2009. 
Mr. Joseph Lavoritan – Executive Director of St. 
Gabriel’s System in Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Saundra Johnson-Austin – President of St. 
Michael’s High School in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Ms. Natasha Butler – Principal, De La Salle North 
Cathoklic High School in Portland, Oregon.
Mr. Mike Daniels – President/CEO of De Marillac 
Academy in San Francisco, California.
Ms. Eileen Emerson – Principal of De Marillac 
Academy in San Francisco, California.
Mr.  Corey  Quinn – President of De La Salle at St. 
Matthew  in St. Louis, Missouri.
Mrs.  Anne  Edwards – Principal of San Miguel 
School  in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Mr. Joe  O’Connor – President of San Miguel 
School in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Mrs.  Marybeth Zuhlke – Principal of San Juan 
Diego Middle School in Racine, Wisconsin.
Mr. James Schlegel – Principal of Christian 
Brothers Academy in Albany, New York.
Sister Ellen Purcaro, OP – Executive Director of 
Highbridge Community Life Center in Bronx, New 
York.
Mr. William Hambleton – President of La Salle 
Academy in New York, New York.
Ms. Candace Hammonds – Principal of La Salle 
Academy in New York, New York.
Ms.  Willie  Cole – Principal of Catalyst Charter 
School - Howland, Chicago , Illinois.
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gloBalizaTion

Globalization and the Institute
By Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, General Councilor, U.S.-Toronto Region

Our world today is facing a crossroads moment. We can construct barri-
ers that exclude some people and include others. We can erect walls that 
will need to be continually erected higher as the clamor of those who 
remain outside continues to increase in volume. Or we can otherwise 
create a global order in which justice and equality prevail and in which 
our faith in a common humanity is respected and incarnated in the 
structures of our society. History has shown us that the first solution leads 
to war and violence while the second leads to peace and development.1 

With education institutions and programs in 
82 countries around the globe, the Lasallian 
world and its mission are both influenced 

by and have the opportunity to influence issues of global-
ization in our world. One aspect of globalization that 
the Institute has been urged to respond to is immigra-
tion, through our own particular charism of education. 
Globalization and immigration are two dynamics that 
are very much entwined.  Globalization has been defined 
as “the ongoing process of intensifying economic, social, 
and cultural exchanges across the planet...It is about the 
increasing integration and coordination of markets, of 
production, and of consumption.  These global economic 
forces are stimulating the migrations of people in unprec-
edented numbers from and to every corner of earth.”2  

At the 44th General Chapter in 2007 immigration was one 
of several concerns on which the chapter delegates believe 
our international Institute can contribute a response for the 
benefit of young people negatively impacted by this reality:

“We recognize that, in looking at the world, an impor-
tant challenge for our Institute and the Lasallian network 
today is to provide an answer to the problems which the 
migratory movements into and within countries are 
producing and their consequences for children, young 
people and families.”3 

The delegates specifically asked Lasallian ministries and 
communities to establish programs and educational 
responses to problems related to migratory movements.  
They made this request knowing that “with global migra-
tion come new challenges to schools.  The children of 
immigrants are the fastest-growing sector of the child 
and youth population in a variety of advanced postin-
dustrial nations, including the United States.”4

This concern for migratory movements today is held by 
the universal Church:

“In the Christian community born of Pentecost, migra-
tion is an integral part of the Church’s life, clearly 
expresses its universality, promotes communion within 
it, and influences its growth. Migration thus offers the 
Church an historic opportunity to prove its four charac-
teristic marks: the Church is one because in a certain sense 
it also expresses the unity of the whole human family; it 
is holy also to make all people holy and that God’s name 
may be sanctified in them; it is catholic furthermore in its 
openness to diversity that is to be harmonized; and it is 
likewise apostolic because it is also committed to evange-
lize the whole human person and all people.”5

Attentiveness to global realities is not new in our Lasallian 
world or unrecognized. As early as 1948 the Brothers 
were founding members of International Catholic Child 
Bureau (BICE) when Pope Pius XII wanted to address 
the needs of the orphans of World War II. BICE has 
become a preeminent child rights organization instru-
mental in drafting the United Nations’ Declaration on 
the Rights of the Child nearly 20 years ago.

During the International Year of Literacy in 1990 the 
United Nations’ Education, Science and Cultural 
Organization awarded to the Institute the NOMA 
Literacy Prize. This award was in recognition of the Child Discovery Centre in nakuru, Kenya.
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world-wide efforts of the Institute to introduce many 
children from every class of society and every culture to 
the basic skills of reading, writing and arithmetic. Just 
as importantly, the Institute was honored because it has 
always recognized that “students must also be given the 
means of assimilating their own culture and of develop-
ing in their own social environment, so that their person-
ality may find its fulfillment in life” (Institute Bulletin 
No. 234, January 1991, p. 5).6

Throughout the 1990’s the Institute continued to reflect 
on the impact of globalization. Following the 42nd 
General Chapter in 1993, five international colloquia 
were held to develop a more informed understanding of 
the young people in our world and their new and emerg-
ing needs.  The themes of the colloquia were: The Family 
Today (1994), Globalization (1995), “Megalopolises” 
(1996), Information Technology and Communication 
(1997), and Communicating the Christian Faith (1998).  
The proceedings of these colloquia were published in 
the 1999 Institute Bulletin No. 245: The Institute of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools and Education Today.  

A focus of the 43rd General Chapter in 2000 was on the 
rights of the child in a globalized world. It authorized the 
Institute Secretariat for the Educational Mission to estab-
lish a network among Lasallian institutions to share infor-
mation and research concerning the rights of the child and 
that each district develop a plan of action that promotes 
and protects their rights. At the Institute level an endow-
ment was established to support activities on behalf of the 
rights of the child. The endowment was named in honor 
of Brother John Johnston, former Superior General of the 
Institute, a staunch advocate for children’s rights.

At the local level we have seen many generous responses 
to these calls from the center of the Institute. In our 
schools and universities the teaching of social justice has a 
prominent place in the curriculum. They are also increas-

ingly networking among one another to collaborate on 
educational projects. Community service programs and 
groups like Lasallian Youth and Lasallian Volunteers have 
numerous activities responding to the needs of young 
immigrants in our country. For generations our child-
care agencies have helped troubled youth, whether new 
to the country or here for many years, find their place 
in society. New ministries such as the San Miguel and 
Cristo Rey schools, along with programs for street chil-
dren, have continued to increase since the early 1990’s. 
No doubt there are many other creative examples under-
way at the local level.

Returning to the decisions of the 44th General Chapter, 
the delegates urged the establishment of inter-District or 
inter-Regional Lasallian communities to respond to the 
questions raised by migratory movements. At their meet-
ing in January 2008, the Visitors of the U.S.-Toronto 
Region agreed to fulfill this request in two ways.  First, 
they agreed to augment the number of Brothers, part-
ners, and/or Lasallian Volunteers at Centro La Salle, 
a joint venture of the Districts of San Francisco and 
North Mexico.  Second, they will invite Brothers, part-
ners, and/or Lasallian Volunteers to join the non-formal 
educational center for immigrants sponsored by the 
Francophone Canada Region in Montreal. Both initia-
tives are set to begin in September 2009.

May we in this decade, through the above initiatives and 
the many programs and activities actually in place in the 
schools, universities, and agencies in the Region, accom-
plish what the NOMA Prize recognized the Lasallian 
world for in the area of literacy: contributing to a solu-
tion to a global issue. Through our shared mission of 
education, we can raise the consciousness of all about 
the challenges of migration, offer educational solutions 

PARC (Pacific-Asia Regional Conference), RELEM (Région Lasallienne 
Européenne-Méditerranéenne), RELAF (Région Lasallienne Africano-
Malgache), relal (region latinoamericana lasallista)

FUNDS THAT MOVED BETWEEN LASALLIAN  
SeCTorS in 2007

CONTINUED ON PAgE 6

la Salle Juniorate in Maymyo, Myanmar (Burma).
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to those challenges, and share best practices in meet-
ing those challenges. We do this not so much for future 
recognition by the United Nations but because of our 

commitment to the young people entrusted to our care 
wherever we find them and from wherever they come.

Notes

1. Brothers of the Christian Schools, Report of the International 
Assembly 2006, Rome, p. 42.
2. Suarez-Orozco, Marcelo M. (ed.), Learning in the Global Era: 
International Perspectives on Globalization and Education, University 
of California Press, Los Angeles, (2007), p. 7.
3. Brothers of the Christian Schools, Acts of the 44th General Chapter, 
2007, Rome, p. 34.
4. Suarez-Orozco, Marcelo M. (ed.), Learning in the Global Era: 
International Perspectives on Globalization and Education, University 
of California Press, Los Angeles, (2007), p. 11.
5. Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant 
People, “People on the Move,” The Love of Christ Towards Migrants, 
Vatican City, (August, 2004), p. 159.
6. Brothers of the Christian Schools, Literacy and Cultural 
Development Projects, Bulletin No. 234, Rome, (January, 1991), p. 5.
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Archbishop O’Hara HS Kansas City, MO $2,350 $1,200.28  

Calvert Hall  Baltimore, MD $4,837.90 $7,225 

Christian Brothers School New Orleans, LA $6,593.43 $1,000

Holy Name School New York, NY  $2,000 $2,000

Ocean Tides School Narragansett, RI  $1,152.38 

San Miguel--Gary Comer Chicago, IL  $2,000  

De Marillac Academy San Francisco, CA  $1,800 

Christian Brothers HS Sacramento, CA $1,000  

De La Salle Academy New York, NY  $2,250  

George Jackson Academy New York, NY  $1,000  

Hudson Catholic HS Jersey City, NJ $2,069 $2,300  
J.K. Mullen High School Denver, CO   $2,500

La Salle HS  Milwaukie, OR $4,000 $2,145.25

Christian Brothers HS Memphis, TN  $10,000 $17,000

De La Salle High School Minneapolis, MN $1,223.83 $1,551.42

De La Salle School Freeport, NY  $779.08 $840.45

Driscoll Catholic HS Addison, IL  $1,102  

La Salle College HS Wyndmoor, PA $9,346 $3,324.59

De La Salle HS  Concord, CA  $4,000            

Christian Brothers Acad. Lincroft, NJ  $13,354 $13,793

De La Salle School, The East Elmhurst, NY  $4,100

La Salle Academy Providence, RI $6,715.05 $6,026.25 

La Salle HS  Pasadena, CA  $3,800 $3,000

Roncalli High School Manitowoc, WI $1,200 

San Miguel Educa. Center Providence, RI $1,019.96 $1,017.32

St. Gabriel School East Elmhurst, NY $2,835  

St. John’s College HS Washington, DC $8,767.35 $8,243.18

St. Joseph’s Collegiate Inst. Buffalo, NY  $4,914.54 $3,676.32
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THCathedral HS  El Paso, TX  $3,403.96 $2,948.58  
St. Joseph High School Westchester, IL $6,239.21 $6,035

Bishop Walsh  Cumberland, MD  $663 

Christian Brothers Academy Syracuse, NY  $1,025 $325.74

La Salle Academy New York, NY  $1,700 $556

La Salle HS  Cincinnati, OH $3,900 $3,950

Ocean Tides School Narragansett, RI $1,000   
Bishop Kelley HS Tulsa, OK  $3,000 $3,000 

Martin de Porres Springfield Gardens, NY $6,000 $8,000

St. Michael’s HS Santa Fe, NM  $4,000 

De La Salle Institute Chicago, IL  $12,240.75 $11,400 

Sacred Heart Cathedral  San Francisco, CA  $360

Bishop Loughlin HS Brooklyn, NY  $15,711.55 $19,669.30

Cathedral High School Los Angeles, CA $1,800  

Helias High School Jefferson City, MO $150 $295 

La Salle Institute Troy, NY  $7,257  

San Miguel Academy  Newburgh, NY  $234.6  

St. Peter’s Boys HS Staten Island, NY $3,500  

St. Raphael Academy Pawtucket, RI  $3,000 $3,000 

St. Raymond’s Boys HS Bronx, NY  $2,739.55  

Christian Brothers Acad. Albany, NY  $791.3  

Christian Brothers College St. Louis, MO  $22,860  

De La Salle Collegiate Warren, MI  $4,500 $2,600

La Salle HS of Yakima Union Gap, WA $1,392.50  

La Salle School  Albany, NY  $500 $530

St. Patrick HS  Chicago, IL  $10,000 $10,000

St. Paul’s School Covington, LA  $5,000 $7,000

    $219,103 $163,027.78 

Lasallian Charity School in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon),  Vietnam. 

Twinning Contributions 2007 and 2008*
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iMMigraTion

The Desire for a Better Life Eclipses All Else
By Jessica Serrano

Jessica Serrano is a student at La Salle High School of Yakima, in Union gap, 
washington. This article was published in the Yakima Herald-Republic, May 6, 
2008, and reprinted verbatim with permission.

Top photo:  Juan Serrano with his bride, Magdalena, and his parents. Bottom 
photo: Jessica and her father, Juan.                               

Everyone knows the United States of America as 
the land of the free.

It’s a country full of promise and opportunity, a 
place where people can be whatever they want to be. It’s 
also a second chance at getting life right.

It says so on the Statue of Liberty, whose pedestal contains a 
bronze plaque inscribed with a poem by Emma Lazarus:

“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free,  
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,  
I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”

These words undoubtedly have been repeated by millions 
of immigrants, both documented and undocumented. 
To me, in the end, it doesn’t matter how you came here. 
It is what you do to better yourself and your family once 
you arrive that counts.

I am a first-generation American. And I owe that to my 
father, 36-year-old Juan Javier Serrano of Yakima.

My father left Mexico when he was 17. He was raised 
in a family of 14 children and began working at a very 
young age—5 years old—helping out a shoemaker to 
help his own family.

When my grandfather was applying for his U.S. citizen-
ship, he decided to also file for one of his kids. Out of 14 
of them, he chose my father, who now works at a Yakima 
fruitpacking warehouse as the night shift manager.

My mother, Magdalena Serrano, also an immigrant from 
Mexico and now a U.S. citizen, attends college during 
the day in pursuit of a social work career.

It’s because of my father’s sweat, hard work and long 
hours of labor that my siblings and I had the best child-
hood, one of which any child would dream. I grew up 
with two loving parents and a chest filled with toys.

I owe my U.S. citizenship as well as my success to my 
father’s decision to immigrate to the United States of 
America. My father gave me a very precious gift, the gift 
of life, a better life than the one he would have been able 
to offer me in his home country.

And I will continue my education as my father did and 
as do millions of immigrants, documented and undoc-
umented, who continue to come to the United States to 
build better lives for themselves and their families.

Most immigrants leave their native countries due to dire 
circumstances. Picture this: a family of 10 with only one 

CONTINUED ON PAgE 8
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Jessica and Maria Jin.

income of about $5 per day. This was Mireya Romero’s 
life in Mexico.

Romero came to the U.S. from Mexico when she was 
20. She had been working since she was 12. She left her 
homeland to find a more promising job so she could help 
her parents feed and clothe her brothers and sisters. She 
didn’t believe assembling sunglasses for 12 hours a day 
for $3 was enough. Added to her father’s pay, the large 
family lived on about $5 a day.

“I remember when I was younger in Mexico, all I wanted 
to buy was a stick of gum, but I couldn’t even afford 
that,” says Romero, who had heard wondrous stories 
about life in the U.S., stories such as making more than 
$100 a day picking apples.

Her cousins who had worked here made it seem, she 
says, as if there was money growing on trees. She quickly 
learned this wasn’t the case. But she doesn’t regret her 
decision to come here.

“I can’t imagine myself back in Mexico anymore,” she 
says. “My children were born here and their lives were 
started here, and this is their birthplace.”

Now, the 38-year-old mother of two teenage boys lives 
a well-educated and established life in Yakima as a social 
worker. And now, she is able to purchase items she could 
only dream of back then, such as a car or computer of 
her own.

Argelia Perez, a 46-year-old student at Yakima Valley 
Community College, has a similar story. While her 
husband owned a pharmacy in Mexico, it didn’t yield 
enough income to raise a family. So they came to the 
U.S. for a better life for their future family. Their two 
children were born in this country.

Perez and her husband were among the estimated 2.7 
million who received lawful permanent residence, thanks 
to the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986.

Like Romero, Perez says she doesn’t regret her decision 
to leave her homeland. It’s because of that decision, she 
says, that her teenage kids now have a better and brighter 
future.

Fifteen-year-old Maria Jin, a junior at Yakima’s La Salle 
High School, expresses gratitude toward her parents for 
immigrating to the United States. Jin was born in Korea, 
where she lived until she was 6 years old. Her mother 

obtained a student visa, which allowed Jin’s family to live 
in the U.S.

“It wasn’t always easy,” Jin says. “I remember just want-
ing to be like all the other kids. I didn’t want them to 
look at me and treat me different just because I didn’t 
eat, talk, or look like them. After all, I was just a kid.”

Coming here often means leaving everything behind.

“I had to start all over again,” says 63-year-old Marta 
Wilson, who moved here from Nicaragua, where she had 
been a teacher for 25 years.

But once she arrived in California, she had to go back to 
school. She started by volunteering at her kids’ schools, 
then earning her associate’s degree and becoming a teach-
er’s assistant. Now she is a certified teacher and is in the 
process of becoming an American citizen.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 700,000 to 
800,000 undocumented immigrants settle in the U.S. 
each year. And an estimated 8 million to 11 million 
undocumented immigrants are currently living in the 
United States.

Bruce Lloyd is the spokesman for the local chapter of the 
Minutemen, a national organization that has volunteers 
patrolling U.S. borders and reporting illegal activity to 
federal law enforcement officials. Members of the group 
routinely speak out against illegal immigration.

CONTINUED ON PAgE 11
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The Brothers of the Christian Schools in the 
Middle East can trace their roots to the late 
1800s with schools and novitiates in Bethlehem, 

Jerusalem, Jaffa, Nazareth, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, and 
Turkey. At the request of the people of Palestine and 
upon the invitation of the Vatican, the Brothers estab-
lish Bethlehem University in 1973. Three Brothers from 
the the United States opened the first university in the 
West Bank and the only Catholic university in the Holy 
Land. Throughout  its 35-year history, despite being 
closed several times by Israeli military orders, enrollment 
has grown from the first 112 students to nearly 4,000 
students in bachelors, masters, professional diplomas, 
and continuing education programs, with more than 
11,000 alumni.  

Accessibility and Service
The bachelor, master and professional diploma programs 
of the university are open to all qualified Palestinian 
students—and the continuing education and community 
service activities of the university assist an even wider scope 
of the Palestinian society—while the vast array of scientific 
and sociological research activities of the faculty explore 
relevant challenges and provide much needed knowledge 
to benefit the local and international community.  

The Bethlehem University local community includes 
both Christians and Muslims, persons from cities as well 
as from villages and refugee camps.  About two-thirds 
of the undergraduate students are women, more than 6 
percent of the students are from the Palestinian Refugee 
Camps administered by the United Nations, and approx-
imately 30 percent of the undergraduate students come 
from Jerusalem (about 5 miles on the other side of the 
Separation Wall and three or four Israeli checkpoints 
away).  About three-fourths of the faculty and staff are 
Christians (i.e., Roman or Latin Catholic, Greek Catholic 
and Greek Orthodox, Syrian Catholic and Syrian 
Orthodox, Armenian Catholic and Armenian Orthodox, 
among others) and about one-fourth Muslims. Among 
the undergraduate student population, about two-thirds 
are Muslims and one-third are Christians.  

The resulting socio-cultural mix creates a campus culture 
that encourages multicultural, ecumenical and inter-reli-
gious understanding and respect for diversity. Muslim 

Bethlehem University: Educating 
Beyond the Wall

By Brother Rolando Ramos Dizon, FSC, PhD (Philippine District) 
Edited by Brother Jack Curran, FSC, PhD (New York District)

CONTINUED ON PAgE 10Bethlehem University Building.
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and Christian students and faculty, male and female, 
study and learn together in an ideal social laboratory, 
a veritable oasis where there are no barriers or walls.  
Within this mutually accepting and affirming context, 
the University is able to teach and nurture the Gospel 
values of truth, justice and peace.  

The cost of education at the university (US $3,600 per 
year) is remarkably low in terms of international stan-
dards. On average, students and their families contribute 
about $400 towards this cost. It is the generosity of many 
individuals, schools, parishes and other organizations—
including a gift from the Vatican as well as a subsidy from 
the Palestinian National Authority—that makes it possi-
ble for the University to function. Quite literally, with-
out this tremendous financial support, especially from 
individual Brothers, FSC Communities and Provinces, 
and Lasallian Schools, the university would not be able 
to open its doors each day. 

Excellence
In recent years many internal evaluations and external 
reviews by European and American academic peers have 
affirmed that Bethlehem University has achieved a high 
level of quality in its teaching, research and community 
service programs. The external academic reviews assure 
that the faculty, highly trained in some of the best univer-
sities in the West, do excellent work in educating compe-
tent students who are prepared to compete in the job 
market, both within and beyond Palestine. These inter-
national external academic reviews also provide recom-
mendation for continual improvement and enhance-
ment—which are being implemented.  

The highly specialized research centers at Bethlehem 
University have made a positive impact in the search for 
new knowledge and technologies in service of the needs of 
the Palestinian society. Of special note are the UNESCO 
Biotechnology Research Center, the Hereditary Research 
Laboratory of the Life Sciences Department, and the 
Water and Soil Environmental Research Unit. The 
work of these facilities has contributed to finding solu-
tions to a variety of health and environmental condi-
tions in Palestine involving genome methodologies, the 
detection of DNA variations, computational genom-
ics, plant molecular biology and agricultural biotechnol-
ogy. Working in concert with international researchers, 

especially at the University of Washington, the current 
emphasis in research includes hereditary skin diseases, 
hearing loss, breast cancer, and anemia in the Palestinian 
population.

Financial support from the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre and Spanish and Italian funding agencies has 
assisted the Education faculty in their efforts with on-
going improvement programs and the delivery of educa-
tional services in the West Bank through a variety of on-
going educational pedagogical training programs. These 
programs are undertaken together with the Palestinian 
Ministry of Education and the network of Christian 
schools of the Latin Patriarchate and Religious Orders.  
Students preparing to be teachers themselves have devel-
oped a number of Forum Theatre productions, a cutting 
edge participatory learning pedagogy that focuses on 
solving problems of social relevance.  

The university’s professional diplomas and continu-
ing education programs provided through the Institute 
for Community Partnership and supported by grants 
from the World Bank and Oxfam, among others, have 
enabled local merchants and farmers to establish a Fair 
Trade Development Center and to enhance their small 
business management skills.  

Undoubtedly, the litmus test of quality is the perfor-
mance of the University’s graduates. All indicators point 
to the excellent preparation for and absorption into the 
very limited and highly competitive local and global job 

In an exceptional and touching ceremony, Bethlehem University celebrated the 
graduation of 10 Occupational Therapy (OT) students from the gaza Strip on 
March 27. Due to the restrictions of movement imposed by the israeli government, 
the graduation had to take place in two different locations. The gazan students, 
who were not allowed to leave the gaza Strip and thus never set foot on the 
Bethlehem University campus, gathered at the Islamic University in gaza City, while 
administrators, faculty and students came together in the audiovisual Center of 
Bethlehem University. The entire celebration took place via video conferencing, the 
same technique the program organizers and teachers used, among other means, 
to teach the gazan students in an effort to overcome obstacles and make the OT 
program a success. 

CONTINUED FROM PAgE 9
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markets. Most noteworthy is the consistently laudable 
performance of Bethlehem University graduates in the 
fields of nursing, business, finance, banking, and educa-
tion. They  are among the most sought after and readily 
employed professionals and entrepreneurs in an area with 
an unemployment rate currently around 50 percent.

International Relevance 

Bethlehem University sponsors many conferences that 
bring to the campus academicians from all over the world. 
Most recently, the International Conference Exploring 
Christian-Muslim Relations in the Middle East and the 
West, the Lasallian Network for Delivery of Social Services, 
and the Palestinian Women’s Literature Conference 
brought together delegates from Belgium, Egypt, England, 
France, Germany, Israel, Jordan, Palestine, the Philippines, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States.  

Faculty and student exchange programs with other educa-
tional institutions provide significant opportunities to 
learn and teach. As part of their course program, a group 
from Saint Mary’s College of California visited Bethlehem 
and engaged with the University’s Student Ambassadors. 
Faculty and students from Bethlehem University have 
been hosted by the Diplomat in Residence Program at La 
Salle University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to engage 
in a variety of teaching and learning seminars. Saint Mary’s 
University of Minnesota is hosting a Bethlehem University 
faculty member for an exchange semester. The Lasallian 
universities of Mexico are hosting a Bethlehem University 
undergraduate for a study-year abroad. Through the 
Master in International Cooperation and Development 
(MICAD) program at Bethlehem University, a host of 
visiting professors from the University of Pavia in Italy, 

University College 
Dublin in Ireland, 
and De La Salle 
University in the 
Philippines, engage 
Bethlehem’s grad-
uate students with 
issues of global real-
ities.

In looking to a 
more sustainable 
future and as part 
of the “Grow Our 

Own” future faculty and staff initiative, Lewis University 
in Romeoville, Illinois, and La Salle University in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, provide graduate education 
scholarships to Bethlehem University alumni returning 
as faculty and staff members. 

Education at Bethlehem University is for, with, and 
through a global extended Lasallian family.

Lloyd says he supports legal immigration: “I’d lay my life 
on the line for all those who actually do want to become 
legal, educated citizens,” he says. “Those are the sort of 
people who we want and need in our country and they 
have my respect.”

Daniel Perez, a 50-year-old Seattle-based outreach coor-
dinator for the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, 
assists immigrants from at least 100 different countries 
each year. He estimates 85 percent of the people he inter-
views express being treated unfairly at their work place, 
in school and in stores.

People seek out Perez because they feel they’ve been 
discriminated against because of their race or legal status. 
And as they go to him, the tired, poor, homeless huddled 
masses—like my father and his father before him—
continue to cross the border.

No matter how many barriers the U.S government builds, 
no matter the obstacles, no matter the struggles, docu-
mented and undocumented immigrants will continue to 
come here.

Their desire for a better life is more powerful than any 
barrier.Christian-Muslim Forum at Bethlehem University.

The Desire...
CONTINUED FROM PAgE 8

Bethlehem University student (center) with Saint 
Mary’s Collage of California students. 
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SER VICE

Since 1999, the District of San Francisco has 
provided its Lasallian Partners with a summer 
immersion program in the Pacific Asia Region. 

The program, called Vandu Paaru (“Come and See”) has 
given dozens of teachers and staff members from the 
District’s schools a chance to experience—and to contrib-
ute to—the Lasallian mission in a very different part of 
the world. At this writing, the five men and five women 
of the 2008 immersion group are midway through their 
time in southern India, and we pray for their success and 
safe return.

In the summer of 2007, the eight Lasallians from the 
District who experienced the immersion brought back 
from their trip brilliant photos, deep reflections, and 
opened hearts.  The participants were Alissa Kell of 
Justin-Siena High School, Napa; Carrie Kiskila of De 
Marillac Academy, San Francisco; Margaret Brown-
Salazar of Saint Mary’s College of California, Moraga; 
Mary Yonekawa of De La Salle High School, Concord; 
Katherine Rodela of De La Salle North Catholic High 
School, Portland, Oregon; Karen Perone of Christian 
Brothers High School, Sacramento; Amy Gonzales 
of Saint Mary’s College High School, Berkeley; and 
Alessandro Bresba of Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory, 
San Francisco. For one month, they lived and served at 

St. Pius X Boys Town in Madurai, Tamil Nadu, and at 
St. Joseph Boys Village in Genguvarpatti, Tamil Nadu. 
Boys Town is a vocational center with practical training 
in the trades in addition to formal education for the boys 
in residence, many of whom are poor and abandoned 
youth. St. Joseph Boys Village serves about a hundred 
boys ages seven through 14. 

The Vandu Paaru volunteers typically work in construc-
tion projects during the day and spend the evenings with 
students, providing recreation and tutoring in English. 
They live in community with the Christian Brothers, 
and they join the Brothers and Partners for meals and 

Vandu Paaru: A Powerful Experience 
in Service and Formation
By J.A. Gray, Director of Communications (San Francisco District)

Amy gonzales, Karen Perone,  Alissa Kell, Alessandro Bresba, Carrie Kiskila, 
Margaret Brown-Salazar, Mary Yonekawa, Katherine Rodela

Mary Yonekawa and Carrie Kiskila working on the foundation of the bathhouse. 

Students at Boys Town Technical school.
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daily prayer. The weekends are spent in travel, getting 
to know better the people and the land, and joining in 
special events and celebrations.

Robert Jordan, assistant director of the District’s Office 
of Education, says that although Vandu Paaru is a direct-
service program, it also has a deeper purpose and has 
been shown to have a lasting impact. “In the orienta-
tion to the program, we stress that the deeper purpose is 
formation,” he said.  “The direct experience of living out 
the Lasallian mission to the poor is a powerful moment 
of formation for many of the participants.”

Following are reflections from some of the participants at 
the 2007 program. 

“If I were asked to sum up in one word what I experienced 
in India, the word would be ‘community’. We were welcomed 
into the Brothers’ community as partners in the mission of 
De La Salle. First of all you need to know that De La Salle 
Brothers in India are young! Brother Director John Britto of 
Boys Town is 34 and is one of the older Brothers. His assis-
tant, Brother Ignatius Britto, is 24. We met Brothers at all 
levels of discernment—aspirants, postulants, young Brothers 
and Brothers who had completed their final vows. They 
shared their thoughts and their dreams with us as they invited 
us to learn more about their work at Boys Town. They took 
us to visit neighboring De La Salle communities: orphan-
ages, schools, children’s villages, and centers with assistance 
for Tsunami victims. In each of these facilities we met more 
Brothers and lay partners selflessly working to build commu-
nity among the discarded and abandoned people of the lowest 
caste in India, mostly women and children. Each place we 
visited, we were welcomed as family. We were told that once 
a woman or child enters that community, she or he becomes 
part of the De La Salle family. What that means is that the 
community becomes committed to a relationship across their 
lifespan.—Margaret Brown-Salazar, Reference and Instruction 
Librarian, Saint Mary’s College of California

“The Brothers provided access to education to all in need, 
despite gender or religion. I was especially impressed by the 
Brothers’ commitment to serve and provide resources for girls. 
In a culture that has many obstacles for young women, the 
Brothers were committed in giving them an education, job 
training and housing. I even had the opportunity to listen to 
their concerns of how they will provide for the young women 
in Girls Village when it is time for them to marry after they 
complete their education and training. They worried about 
these young girls as if they were their own daughters and were 
committed to providing for them. The Brothers established 

schools, hostels and communities with the goal of improving 
the lives of others through education and training. I have 
a deeper understanding of who the Brothers are and the 
importance of their work.—Amy Gonzales, Counselor, Saint 
Mary’s College High School, Berkeley

“If I had to give one word it would be ‘awesome’—to mean 
it filled me with awe. First of all, I am in awe of the work 
that the Christian Brothers do in India. They go beyond meet-
ing the basic needs of the people—food, housing, education—
in their care and also provide emotional support and beauty. 
They clearly touch the hearts of the poor with warmth, laugh-
ter, and a generosity of spirit. Every facility at each minis-
try was clean and eye-pleasing. The beauty seemed to respect 
the dignity of the people served. Secondly, the people filled me 
with awe. Even those with so little showed such grace and joy. 
And, lastly, the beauty of God’s awesome creation is more than 
evident in India.”—Mary Yonekawa, Mathematics Instructor, 
De La Salle High School, Concord

For more reflections and a gallery of photos, visit www.delasalle.
org/WC_Lasallians_India.shtml.

Some of the la Salle Brothers in southern india.

RTU Elementary School students.
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Your Eminences,

Dear Brother Bishops,

Distinguished Professors, Teachers and Educators,

“How beautiful are the footsteps of those who bring 
good news” (Rom 10:15-17). With these words of Isaiah 
quoted by Saint Paul, I warmly greet each of you - bear-
ers of wisdom - and through you the staff, students and 
families of the many and varied institutions of learn-
ing that you represent. It is my great pleasure to meet 
you and to share with you some thoughts regarding the 
nature and identity of Catholic education today. I espe-
cially wish to thank Father David O’Connell, President 
and Rector of the Catholic University of America. Your 
kind words of welcome are much appreciated. Please 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to the entire community - 
faculty, staff and students - of this University.

Education is integral to the mission of the Church to 
proclaim the Good News. First and foremost every 
Catholic educational institution is a place to encounter 
the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transform-
ing love and truth (cf. Spe Salvi, 4). This relationship 
elicits a desire to grow in the knowledge and understand-
ing of Christ and his teaching. In this way those who 
meet him are drawn by the very power of the Gospel 
to lead a new life characterized by all that is beautiful, 
good, and true; a life of Christian witness nurtured and 
strengthened within the community of our Lord’s disci-
ples, the Church.

The dynamic between personal encounter, knowledge 
and Christian witness is integral to the diakonia of truth 
which the Church exercises in the midst of humanity. 
God’s revelation offers every generation the opportunity 
to discover the ultimate truth about its own life and the 
goal of history. This task is never easy; it involves the 
entire Christian community and motivates each gener-
ation of Christian educators to ensure that the power 
of God’s truth permeates every dimension of the insti-

tutions they serve. In this way, Christ’s Good News is 
set to work, guiding both teacher and student towards 
the objective truth which, in transcending the particular 
and the subjective, points to the universal and absolute 
that enables us to proclaim with confidence the hope 
which does not disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5). Set against 
personal struggles, moral confusion and fragmentation 
of knowledge, the noble goals of scholarship and educa-
tion, founded on the unity of truth and in service of the 
person and the community, become an especially power-
ful instrument of hope.

Dear friends, the history of this nation includes many 
examples of the Church’s commitment in this regard. 
The Catholic community here has in fact made educa-
tion one of its highest priorities. This undertaking has 
not come without great sacrifice. Towering figures, like 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton and other founders and found-
resses, with great tenacity and foresight, laid the foun-
dations of what is today a remarkable network of paro-
chial schools contributing to the spiritual well-being of 
the Church and the nation. Some, like Saint Katharine 
Drexel, devoted their lives to educating those whom 
others had neglected - in her case, African Americans and 
Native Americans. Countless dedicated Religious Sisters, 
Brothers, and Priests together with selfless parents have, 
through Catholic schools, helped generations of immi-
grants to rise from poverty and take their place in main-
stream society.

This sacrifice continues today. It is an outstanding apos-
tolate of hope, seeking to address the material, intel-
lectual and spiritual needs of over three million chil-
dren and students. It also provides a highly commend-
able opportunity for the entire Catholic community to 
contribute generously to the financial needs of our insti-
tutions. Their long-term sustainability must be assured. 
Indeed, everything possible must be done, in coopera-
tion with the wider community, to ensure that they are 
accessible to people of all social and economic strata. No 
child should be denied his or her right to an education in 
faith, which in turn nurtures the soul of a nation.

The Mission of Catholic Education 
By Pope Benedict XVI

Address of Pope Benedict XVI  to Catholic educators at The Catholic 
University of America on April 17, 2008. 
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Some today question the Church’s involvement in educa-
tion, wondering whether her resources might be better 
placed elsewhere. Certainly in a nation such as this, the 
State provides ample opportunities for education and 
attracts committed and generous men and women to 
this honorable profession. It is timely, then, to reflect 
on what is particular to our Catholic institutions. How 
do they contribute to the good of society through the 
Church’s primary mission of evangelization?

All the Church’s activities stem from her awareness that 
she is the bearer of a message which has its origin in 
God himself: in his goodness and wisdom, God chose to 
reveal himself and to make known the hidden purpose 
of his will (cf. Eph 1:9; Dei Verbum, 2). God’s desire to 
make himself known, and the innate desire of all human 
beings to know the truth, provide the context for human 
inquiry into the meaning of life. This unique encounter 
is sustained within our Christian community: the one 
who seeks the truth becomes the one who lives by faith 
(cf. Fides et Ratio, 31). It can be described as a move 
from “I” to “we”, leading the individual to be numbered 
among God’s people.

This same dynamic of communal identity - to whom do 
I belong? - vivifies the ethos of our Catholic institutions. 
A university or school’s Catholic identity is not simply 
a question of the number of Catholic students. It is a 
question of conviction - do we really believe that only 
in the mystery of the Word made flesh does the mystery 
of man truly become clear (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22)? 
Are we ready to commit our entire self - intellect and 
will, mind and heart - to God? Do we accept the truth 
Christ reveals? Is the faith tangible in our universities and 
schools? Is it given fervent expression liturgically, sacra-
mentally, through prayer, acts of charity, a concern for 
justice, and respect for God’s creation? Only in this way 
do we really bear witness to the meaning of who we are 
and what we uphold.

From this perspective one can recognize that the contem-
porary “crisis of truth” is rooted in a “crisis of faith”. Only 
through faith can we freely give our assent to God’s testi-
mony and acknowledge him as the transcendent guar-
antor of the truth he reveals. Again, we see why foster-
ing personal intimacy with Jesus Christ and communal 
witness to his loving truth is indispensable in Catholic 
institutions of learning. Yet we all know, and observe 
with concern, the difficulty or reluctance many people 
have today in entrusting themselves to God. It is a 
complex phenomenon and one which I ponder continu-
ally. While we have sought diligently to engage the intel-
lect of our young, perhaps we have neglected the will. 
Subsequently we observe, with distress, the notion of 
freedom being distorted. Freedom is not an opting out. 
It is an opting in - a participation in Being itself. Hence 
authentic freedom can never be attained by turning away 
from God. Such a choice would ultimately disregard the 
very truth we need in order to understand ourselves. A 
particular responsibility therefore for each of you, and 
your colleagues, is to evoke among the young the desire 
for the act of faith, encouraging them to commit them-
selves to the ecclesial life that follows from this belief. 
It is here that freedom reaches the certainty of truth. In 
choosing to live by that truth, we embrace the fullness of 
the life of faith which is given to us in the Church.

Clearly, then, Catholic identity is not dependent upon 
statistics. Neither can it be equated simply with ortho-
doxy of course content. It demands and inspires much 
more: namely that each and every aspect of your learn-
ing communities reverberates within the ecclesial life 

CONTINUED ON PAgE 16
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of faith. Only in faith can truth become incarnate and 
reason truly human, capable of directing the will along 
the path of freedom (cf. Spe Salvi, 23). In this way our 
institutions make a vital contribution to the mission of 
the Church and truly serve society. They become places 
in which God’s active presence in human affairs is recog-
nized and in which every young person discovers the 
joy of entering into Christ’s “being for others” (cf. ibid., 
28).

The Church’s primary mission of evangelization, in which 
educational institutions play a crucial role, is consonant 
with a nation’s fundamental aspiration to develop a soci-
ety truly worthy of the human person’s dignity. At times, 
however, the value of the Church’s contribution to the 
public forum is questioned. It is important therefore to 
recall that the truths of faith and of reason never contra-
dict one another (cf. First Vatican Ecumenical Council, 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Catholic Faith Dei Filius, 
IV: DS 3017; St. Augustine, Contra Academicos, III, 
20, 43). The Church’s mission, in fact, involves her in 
humanity’s struggle to arrive at truth. In articulating 
revealed truth she serves all members of society by puri-
fying reason, ensuring that it remains open to the consid-
eration of ultimate truths. Drawing upon divine wisdom, 
she sheds light on the foundation of human morality and 
ethics, and reminds all groups in society that it is not 
praxis that creates truth but truth that should serve as the 
basis of praxis. Far from undermining the tolerance of 
legitimate diversity, such a contribution illuminates the 
very truth which makes consensus attainable, and helps 

to keep public debate rational, honest and accountable. 
Similarly the Church never tires of upholding the essen-
tial moral categories of right and wrong, without which 
hope could only wither, giving way to cold pragmatic 
calculations of utility which render the person little more 
than a pawn on some ideological chess-board.

With regard to the educational forum, the diakonia 
of truth takes on a heightened significance in societies 
where secularist ideology drives a wedge between truth 
and faith. This division has led to a tendency to equate 
truth with knowledge and to adopt a positivistic mental-
ity which, in rejecting metaphysics, denies the founda-
tions of faith and rejects the need for a moral vision. 
Truth means more than knowledge: knowing the truth 
leads us to discover the good. Truth speaks to the indi-
vidual in his or her entirety, inviting us to respond with 
our whole being. This optimistic vision is found in our 
Christian faith because such faith has been granted the 
vision of the Logos, God’s creative Reason, which in the 
Incarnation is revealed as Goodness itself. Far from being 
just a communication of factual data—“informative”—
the loving truth of the Gospel is creative and life-chang-
ing—“performative” (cf. Spe Salvi, 2). With confidence, 
Christian educators can liberate the young from the 
limits of positivism and awaken receptivity to the truth, 
to God and his goodness. In this way you will also help 
to form their conscience which, enriched by faith, opens 
a sure path to inner peace and to respect for others.

It comes as no surprise, then, that not just our own eccle-
sial communities but society in general has high expec-
tations of Catholic educators. This places upon you a 
responsibility and offers an opportunity. More and more 
people—parents in particular—recognize the need for 
excellence in the human formation of their children. 
As Mater et Magistra, the Church shares their concern. 
When nothing beyond the individual is recognized as 
definitive, the ultimate criterion of judgment becomes 
the self and the satisfaction of the individual’s immedi-
ate wishes. The objectivity and perspective, which can 
only come through a recognition of the essential tran-
scendent dimension of the human person, can be lost. 
Within such a relativistic horizon the goals of education 
are inevitably curtailed. Slowly, a lowering of standards 
occurs. We observe today a timidity in the face of the 
category of the good and an aimless pursuit of novelty 
parading as the realization of freedom. We witness an 
assumption that every experience is of equal worth and 
a reluctance to admit imperfection and mistakes. And 
particularly disturbing, is the reduction of the precious 

CONTINUED FROM PAgE 15

The Mission

Students at De la Salle institute in Chicago, illinois.



Today, Summer 2008 ��

and delicate area of education in sexuality to manage-
ment of ‘risk’, bereft of any reference to the beauty of 
conjugal love.

How might Christian educators respond? These harm-
ful developments point to the particular urgency of what 
we might call “intellectual charity.” This aspect of charity 
calls the educator to recognize that the profound respon-
sibility to lead the young to truth is nothing less than 
an act of love. Indeed, the dignity of education lies in 
fostering the true perfection and happiness of those to be 
educated. In practice “intellectual charity” upholds the 
essential unity of knowledge against the fragmentation 
which ensues when reason is detached from the pursuit 
of truth. It guides the young towards the deep satisfac-
tion of exercising freedom in relation to truth, and it 
strives to articulate the relationship between faith and 
all aspects of family and civic life. Once their passion 
for the fullness and unity of truth has been awakened, 
young people will surely relish the discovery that the 
question of what they can know opens up the vast adven-
ture of what they ought to do. Here they will experience 
“in what” and “in whom” it is possible to hope, and be 
inspired to contribute to society in a way that engenders 
hope in others.

Dear friends, I wish to conclude by focusing our atten-
tion specifically on the paramount importance of your 
own professionalism and witness within our Catholic 
universities and schools. First, let me thank you for your 
dedication and generosity. I know from my own days 
as a professor, and I have heard from your Bishops and 
officials of the Congregation for Catholic Education, 
that the reputation of Catholic institutes of learning in 
this country is largely due to yourselves and your prede-
cessors. Your selfless contributions—from outstanding 
research to the dedication of those working in inner-city 
schools—serve both your country and the Church. For 
this I express my profound gratitude.

In regard to faculty members at Catholic colleges and 
universities, I wish to reaffirm the great value of academic 
freedom. In virtue of this freedom you are called to search 
for the truth wherever careful analysis of evidence leads 
you. Yet it is also the case that any appeal to the princi-
ple of academic freedom in order to justify positions that 
contradict the faith and the teaching of the Church would 
obstruct or even betray the university’s identity and mission; 
a mission at the heart of the Church’s munus docendi and 
not somehow autonomous or independent of it.

Teachers and administrators, whether in universities or 
schools, have the duty and privilege to ensure that students 
receive instruction in Catholic doctrine and practice. This 
requires that public witness to the way of Christ, as found 
in the Gospel and upheld by the Church’s Magisterium, 
shapes all aspects of an institution’s life, both inside and 
outside the classroom. Divergence from this vision weak-
ens Catholic identity and, far from advancing freedom, 
inevitably leads to confusion, whether moral, intellectual 
or spiritual.

I wish also to express a particular word of encouragement 
to both lay and Religious teachers of catechesis who strive 
to ensure that young people become daily more appre-
ciative of the gift of faith. Religious education is a chal-
lenging apostolate, yet there are many signs of a desire 
among young people to learn about the faith and prac-
tice it with vigor. If this awakening is to grow, teachers 
require a clear and precise understanding of the specific 
nature and role of Catholic education. They must also be 
ready to lead the commitment made by the entire school 
community to assist our young people, and their fami-
lies, to experience the harmony between faith, life and 
culture.

Here I wish to make a special appeal to Religious 
Brothers, Sisters and Priests: do not abandon the school 
apostolate; indeed, renew your commitment to schools 
especially those in poorer areas. In places where there are 
many hollow promises which lure young people away 
from the path of truth and genuine freedom, the conse-
crated person’s witness to the evangelical counsels is an 
irreplaceable gift. I encourage the Religious present to 
bring renewed enthusiasm to the promotion of voca-
tions. Know that your witness to the ideal of consecra-
tion and mission among the young is a source of great 
inspiration in faith for them and their families.

To all of you I say: bear witness to hope. Nourish your 
witness with prayer. Account for the hope that character-
izes your lives (cf. 1 Pet 3:15) by living the truth which 
you propose to your students. Help them to know and 
love the One you have encountered, whose truth and 
goodness you have experienced with joy. With Saint 
Augustine, let us say: “We who speak and you who listen 
acknowledge ourselves as fellow disciples of a single 
teacher” (Sermons, 23:2). With these sentiments of 
communion, I gladly impart to you, your colleagues and 
students, and to your families, my Apostolic Blessing.



Today, Summer 2008��

De La Salle’s primary occupation was to lead his 
Brothers to live in a manner conformed to the 
purpose of their Institute, i.e., according to the 

Gospel. He wished to help them become interior men, 
capable of recognizing and responding to God’s pres-
ence in their lives; internalizing the significance of their 
vocation and desiring to live out their personal, commu-
nal and apostolic lives in a Spirit of Faith and Zeal. His 
primary concern and most difficult task was the formation 
of his Brothers, their interior education and formation for 
contemplation. In each of his writings De La Salle spells 
out the necessity of the Brothers to be interior men.

Lasallian interiority is relational and dialogical; it is a 
relationship in which God takes the initiative. God, in 
relationship of union, takes possession of the Brother 
and incorporates him more fully and deeply into Jesus 
Christ. In this process, the Holy Spirit reveals the will of 
the Father and gives the Brother the courage to embrace 
the Father’s will and the dynamism to carry it out, i.e., 
the Spirit of Faith and Zeal. The Holy Spirit invites the 
Brother to take on the interior dispositions of Jesus so 
that he may represent Jesus to his students. This same 
Holy Spirit inspires the Brother with a filial love for God 
and a fraternal love for his fellow Brothers, his students 
and all other persons.

The first 15 chapters of the Rule of 1718 concern them-
selves with how the Brothers are to relate to God, to 
one another, to their students and to all other persons.  
Chapter 16 of the Rule of 1718, on regularity, highlights 
these relationships. This chapter is of late origin, dating 
from 1718, and represents one of the principal addi-
tions to the text of 1705. De La Salle’s understanding of 

regularity is not a time schedule but rather the principles 
underlying how the Brothers are to relate. The empha-
sis De La Salle gives to this chapter is evident from the 
fact that it is a new composition as well as its placement 
in the sequence of chapters. The 15 chapters preceding 
this chapter are the principles of relationships, while all 
the following chapters address the practical matters of the 
community and the school.

Chapter 16 begins: “It is necessary that the Brothers take 
for the foundation and support of their observances of 
the Rule what St. Augustine says at the beginning of his 
Rule: …that those who live in community should before 
all else love God and their neighbor because these are the 
commandments given to us by God and because any obser-
vance of the Rule is useless for salvation because it is estab-
lished in communities only for the purpose of giving its 
members facility to observe with exactness the command-
ments of God.”

Regularity then is about how the Brothers are to relate to 
God, one another, their students and all other persons. 
De La Salle, in his practical mysticism, then goes on 
to instruct the Brothers in the means necessary to real-
ize these relationships. He says, “The Brothers shall 
look upon the following observances as the most essen-
tial of their Institute: the four interior supports of their 
Institute, the Spirit of Faith, interior prayer, the presence 
of God and interior recollection…”

Since De La Salle says these supports are most essen-
tial, it stands to reason that they must have first place 
in the spiritual lives of the Brothers. In the context of 
our present day experiences as Brothers, how do we inte-
grate these most essential practices into our daily lives?  
First, we must believe they are most essential. Second, we 
must confront those aspects of our modern American 
and secular society that militate against these essential 
practices: for example, the pervasive influence of modern 
media; the seductive attraction for instant gratification; 
in a word, anything that is an obstacle to developing 
habits of solitude and silence. We are reminded in both 
the Rule of 1718 and the Rule of 1986 that the founda-
tion of our lives is to live a life of Faith and Zeal: “to look 

Interior Supports in Daily Life
By Brother Malachy Broderick, FSC (Baltimore District)

REFLECTION

Prior to the 1967 revision of the Rule of the Institute, there was a 
very regular way of incorporating the four interior supports of the 
Institute (interior prayer, the presence of God, the spirit of faith 
and interior recollection) into the daily life of a Brother. Brother 
Malachy Broderick reflects on Lasallian interiority and tells us 
how he applies these supports today.

*From “Senior Moments” (a newsletter of the Baltimore District), 
May 2008.
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upon everything with the eyes of faith; to do everything 
in view of God and to attribute all to God.”  Without a 
daily dose of interior recollection, interior prayer, atten-
tion to the presence of God, developing a Spirit of Faith 
and Zeal is impossible.

For me, each day begins with sitting in my room for 
30-45 minutes thanking God for the gift of another 
day, contemplating the Word of God in Scripture and 
letting the presence of God wash over me. After attend-
ing the Eucharistic celebration, it is important to main-
tain an attitude of interior recollection throughout the 
day.  Minimizing the use of electronic devices goes a long 
way in helping me to maintain an atmosphere of solitude 
and silence. Several five-minute respites during the day 
are wonderful ways for me to attend to the remembrance 
of God’s presence. The hour preceding evening prayer 
is spent in spiritual reading, either lectio divina or some 
book or magazine article. As a “retired” Brother I real-
ize that I have the luxury of more time than my Brothers 
who are still fully engaged in their ministry; however, 
these practices are incumbent on all of us if we are to 
become and remain interior men. The final paragraph 
in the Rule of 1986 says: “Filled with the spirit which he 
left them as their legacy, the Brothers grow in the living 
tradition of their Institute. In communion with those who 
have gone before them they continue to respond with 
ardent zeal to the appeals of the Lord, the Church, and 
the world in order to procure the glory of God.”

Without these most essential practices it is impossible 
to grow in the tradition of the Institute or to maintain 
communion with those who have gone before us. If I 
have been able to remain faithful as a Brother over these 
54-plus years, it is due first to the miracle of God’s grace 
and to my daily attention to these most essential practices 
of our Institute. I shudder to think what kind of man I 
would be without them!

The Holy Spirit invites the Brother to 
take on the interior dispositions of Jesus 

so that he may represent Jesus to his 
students. This same Holy Spirit inspires 
the Brother with a filial love for God 

and a fraternal love for his Brothers, his 
students and all other persons.
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“Those who teach others unto justice shall shine like stars for all eternity.”
—Book of Daniel, 12:3

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 2008 

24-25  Regional Education Board Meeting 
   Burr ridge, il

29    Regional Finance Board Meeting 
   washington, DC 

OCTOBER 2008 

9-11   Lasallian Leadership Institute -  
   Midwest, Burr ridge, il

16-18   Lasallian Leadership Institute -  
   west Coast, Duncans Mills, Ca

16-18  RCCB Meeting, Warwick, RI  

23-25   Lasallian Leadership Institute 
     - east Coast, Bushkill, Pa

NOVEMBER 2008 

20-22   Huether Lasallian Conference 
   St. louis, Mo

23-24  regional education Board Meeting 
   St. louis, Mo

JANUARY 2009

2-3     regional education Board Meeting 
14-15  RCCB Meeting, New Orleans, LA 

17-19   Regional Education Board Meeting 

MARCh 2009

1-2   Regional Mission Formation Board  
   Meeting

12-14   Lasallian Leadership Institute -  
   Midwest, Belleville, il

19-21  Lasallian Leadership Institute -  
   east Coast, Bushkill, Pa

26-28   Lasallian Leadership Institute -  
   west  Coast, Duncans Mills, Ca

APRIL 2009

14-17   NCEA Convention & Exposition 
   anaheim, Ca 

17-18   Regional Education Board Meeting 
   anaheim, Ca

17-18  Regional Mission Formation Board  
   Meeting,  anaheim, Ca

24    Regional Finance Board Meeting 
   washington, DC 

MAY 2009

15-17  Regional Mission Formation Board 
   Meeting,  anaheim, Ca

JUNE 2009

24-25   RCCB Meeting 
   Baltimore, MD

SEPTEMBER 2009

24-25  Regional Education Board Meeting

OCTOBER 2009

14-16  RCCB Meeting, Eastern District 

NOVEMBER 2009

15-22   Meeting of the Superior general  
   and the general Council with the  
   Visitors in the Region

22-23  regional education Board Meeting

22-23  Regional Mission Formation Board  
   Meeting

Brother Peter Dannecker (Midwest) 
passed away on February 20

Brother Andrew DiNoto (Baltimore) 
passed away on April 5

Brother Eamon Gavin (Midwest) 
passed away on March 11 

Brother Antonio De Jesus Gonzales 
(Baltimore) passed away on March 11

Brother Martin Grimm (Midwest) 
passed away on June 30

Brother Andrew Lamb (new York) 
passed away on July 20

Brother Vincent Malham (Midwest) 
passed away on May 2 at the age of 73.

Brother Brendan McParland (new 
York) passed away on May 21

Brother Thomas A. Miller (Baltimore) 
passed away on March 24

Brother Burchard Kevin O’Neill 
(new York) passed away on March 22

Brother Gregory O’Rourke (new 
York) passed away on May 20

Brother Linus Richard (new orleans-
Santa Fe) passed away on May 15

Brother Valbert (John) Turner (new 
Orleans-Santa Fe) passed away on July 23.
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