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I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich 
produce. But you came and defiled my land and you made 

my inheritance detestable.—Jer. 2:7.

Dear Lasallian Reader,

Earth is God’s gift to man. We share this gift with the 
rest of God’s creatures who live on this planet. All that 
exists on earth and what we derive from it to provide 
for our needs, signifies the greatness of God. As God’s 
people, we each have a role to play in the stewardship of 
God’s creation, which is rooted in the teachings of the 
Church. 

Worship and education are integral to the care of the 
environment. Catholic spirituality motivates us to take 
concrete actions to promote environmental justice, 
whether by modeling environmentally responsible stew-
ardship of buildings and grounds, advocating just and 
sustainable public policies, or addressing environmental 
problems and reaching out to those most afflicted by 
them.

The effects of diminishing resources and destruction of 
the environment due to greed and abuse are all around 
us and throughout the world. Natural calamities, food 
shortage, lack of water, disease, etc. have caused wide-
spread disaster and loss of lives. As people of faith, it 
is incumbent on us to act upon God’s mandate to be 
stewards of the environment and to take action to re-
verse these deleterious trends. 

The foundations for Catholic environmental concern 
are found in the Church’s doctrine of the goodness of 
creation and in its firm resolve to defend the dignity of 
each human being, especially the poor and vulnerable. 
This issue highlights the bond between Lasallians and 
the environment through research, education, ecosystem 
management, preservation and conservation. We hope 
you enjoy the articles we have put together for you.
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R E G I O N A L  N E W S

Intercapitular Meeting Outcomes

Superior General Visits the Region 

Superior General Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría 
visited the United States-Toronto Region in April. 
General Councilor Brother Robert Schieler accompanied 
Bro. Álvaro on stops in the Midwest District and the San 
Francisco District. He spent approximately two weeks in 
each District, visiting ministries and communities, inter-
acting with Lasallians and encouraging them to live with 
more authenticity to Lasallian values. He is scheduled 
to visit the New Orleans-Santa District and the District 
of Eastern North America in the fall. Stories and photos 
about the visit on www.lasallian.info. 

The General Council, Brother Visitors, and members of 
the Institute’s secretariats gathered at the Generalate in 
Rome for the Intercapitular Assembly, March 21-April 
2. The meeting comes at the mid-point between the 44th 
General Chapter and the next one in 2014. Attendees 
shared their lived experience in the Institute since 2007 
and planned for the work leading up to the 45th General 
Chapter. 

The Visitors took home from the Intercapitular 
Meeting the following outcomes:

�� The need to pay close attention to subsequent con-
sultations on the Rule, formation guide, and financial 
guidelines;

�� The General Council’s priorities for next three years; 
�� A renewed sense of international reality and 

complexity; 
�� The principle of solidarity and the call to make our 

resources available in the neediest sectors of the 
Institute;

�� Pride in the work of Association; 
�� A call to an articulation of the shared charism with 

Partners; 
�� Awareness of ongoing processes of restructuring at 

District and Regional levels; and 
�� Knowledge of the creativity and diversity of educa-

tional works of the Institute. 

Brother Theophanius Leo  
Declared Venerable

Brother Theophanius Leo 
(Adolphe Chatillon), FSC from 
Canada is among the 35 candi-
dates for sainthood whose causes 
have been advanced by Pope 
Benedict XVI in a decree signed 
on April 2. The Papal docu-
ment declares Bro. Theophanius 
Leo as Venerable, recognizing 
that he lived the Christian vir-
tues in a heroic way. Following 

this first step in the canonization process, a miracle would 
have to be attributed to Bro. Theophanius Leo’s interces-
sion in order to proceed with his beatification. Let us join 
together in prayer to Bro. Theophanius Leo so that he may 
intercede for those in need of healing.

Bro. Theophanius Leo was born Adolphe Chatillon in 
Nicolet, Quebec, Canada on October 30, 1871. He was 

Superior General Brother Álvaro visited the Regional Novitiate in Napa, CA 
during his Pastoral Visit in the San Francisco District. 

Intercapitular Assembly attendees gathered in the Great Room of the 
Generalate in Rome.

Continued on Page 2
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Selection Guidelines for Delegates 
to the 2013 International Assembly

The Preparatory Commission has released the guide-
lines for selection of delegates to the 2013 International 
Assembly for Mission. The assembly will take place in 
Rome, May 5-19, 2013, with the theme “One Family, 
One Mission: Lasallians Associated for the Educational 
Service of the Poor.”

There will be 140 delegates; one-third of the delegates 
will be Brothers and two-thirds will be Lasallian Partners. 
Each of the five Regions of the Institute will designate 10 
delegates for a total of 50 and the remaining 90 delegates 

N E W  F S C  A F F I L I A T E

William Almon was affiliated to the Institute of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools on February 22 at a 
Mass at Christian Brothers College High School in St. 
Louis, MO. A graduate of the school, he was the school’s 
first recipient of the Midwest District’s Lasallian Award. 
This is his ninth year on the school’s Board of Directors. 

Saint Patrick High School Principal, Joseph G. 
Schmidt, Ph.D., and alumnus and benefactor Lowell 
I. Stahl were affiliated to the Institute at a Mass on 
April 14 in the presence of Superior General Brother 
Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, who was traveling in the 
Midwest District for his pastoral visit. 

Totino-Grace High School Principal, Julie Michels, 
was affiliated to the Institute of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools at the school Mass celebrating 
Founder’s Day Mass on May 12. She has distinguished 

admitted to the juniorate in 1884 at age 14 and entered 
the Montreal Novitiate in 1887 where he re ceived the reli-
gious habit. He spent many years as administrator of the 
novitiate and in 1923, he was appointed Visitor General 
of North America. 

He died on April 28, 1929 in Montreal at the age of 
59. After the power of his intercession was witnessed on 
various occasions, his cause for beatification was opened 
in both Quebec and Montreal.

More about Bro. Theophanius Leo on www.lasalle.org/
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=73
&Itemid=59&lang=en. 

REGIONAL NEWS
Continued from Page 1

La Salle Academy (NY) President 
Receives NCEA Award

Dr. William C. Hambleton, President 
of La Salle Academy in New York, 
NY received the Secondary Education 
Award at the National Catholic 
Educational Association’s (NCEA) 
annual convention in April. The award 
recognizes Dr. Hambleton’s excep-

tional leadership in preserving the “mission to those in 
most need” at one of New York City’s oldest and most 
distinct Catholic high schools. 

“The relocation of La Salle Academy, the focus on 
improving student culture, and the targeted efforts to 
raise enrollments are part of Dr. Hambleton’s legacy at 
LSA,” said DENA Visitor, Bro. Dennis Malloy.

will be allocated according to the number of students 
in each Region as listed in the Statistics of the Institute 
found on page 249 of the 2011 edition of Memento. The 
United States-Toronto Region will have 13 delegates.

Delegates must be a Lasallian who meets the following 
criteria:

��  participated in some form of Lasallian formation
�� served in Lasallian ministries for at least five years
�� familiar with Lasallian ministries beyond their own, 

meaning they know and/or have experienced at least 
two ministries beyond their own or have experienced 
international Lasallian service

�� known for commitment and a spirit of cooperation 
in Lasallian activities

�� particularly sensitive to or experienced in one of the 
three Assembly themes, which are Lasallian Pedagogy 
for the Service of the Poor, Evangelization and 
Pastoral for the Service of the Poor, and Educational 
Community for the Service of the Poor.

The members of the Lasallian Educational Mission 
(MEL) and Lasallian Family and Association (LFA) 
International Councils are included in the 140 del-
egates. Additionally, the Superior General, the Vicar 
General, and the eight General Councilors are mem-
bers of the Assembly with the Superior General being 
President of the Assembly. He will also have the discre-
tion to appoint 13 additional delegates.
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�� Gary Cannon, Principal, Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Preparatory, San Francisco, CA, effective July 1, 2011

�� Mary Hesser, Principal, Christian Brothers High 
School, Sacramento, CA, effective January 27, 2011

�� Bro. Donald Johanson, FSC, Visitor, District of San 
Francisco, effective July 1, 2011

�� Bro. James Joost, FSC, Auxiliary Visitor, District of 
San Francisco, effective July 1, 2011

�� Bro. Thomas Lackey, FSC, President, De La Salle 
Collegiate High School, Warren, MI, effective August 
2011

�� Charles Legendre, AFSC, Director of Lasallian 
Mission, District of New Orleans-Sante Fe, effective 
August 1, 2011

�� Alisa Macksey, Programs Director, Christian 
Brothers Conference, effective summer 2011

�� Bro. Mark Snodgrass, FSC, Auxiliary Visitor, 
Midwest District, effective July 1, 2011

�� Bro. Robert Veselsky, FSC, Principal, De La Salle 
Elementary at Blessed Sacrament Parish, Memphis, 
TN, effective July 1, 2011

�� Jolleen Wagner, LV Director, effective summer 2011.
�� Bro. Robert Wickman, FSC, Principal, De La Salle 

High School, Concord, CA, effective July 1, 2011

N E W  A P P O I N T M E N T S

Lasallian Volunteers Prep for  
Coast-to-Coast Bike Ride

Lasallians from across the country and the world are join-
ing the Lasallian Volunteers (LVs) on a coast-to-coast bike 
ride from June 16 to August 13. LVs Ride aims to raise 
awareness of the staggering level of poverty in America 
and encourage people to connect with their communities 
and get involved. More than 13 national riders and many 
regional and day trip riders will set out to bicycle 3,400 
miles.

Proceeds from LVs Ride directly benefit the work of 
the Lasallian Volunteers. For more than 20 years, the 
Lasallian Volunteers Program has provided dedicated, 
well-trained young men and women for one or more 
years of full-time volunteer service in economically 
challenged schools and agencies nationwide. 

LVs Ride will share the Lasallian Mission while trav-
eling across the nation with stops at Lasallian schools, 
which include De La Salle North Catholic in Portland, 
OR, De La Salle High School in Minneapolis, MN, 
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota in Winona, 
MN, Lewis University in Romeoville, IL, and Central 
Catholic High School in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Get involved by riding or supporting the trip with 
housing, meals or donations. You can even support 
the Volunteers virtually by riding your bike in your 
own community. For more information, contact Mari 
Anzicek at 202.529.0047 or manzicek@cbconf.org, or 
visit www.lvsride.com.

herself in a remarkable commitment to the Lasallian 
family. Ms. Michels was the first laywoman to serve in 
the Midwest District Council and to give the keynote 
address at the 2003 Midwest District Congress. She 
is the current president of the Lasallian Association of 
Secondary School Chief Administrators.

MORE ABOUT LASALLIANS 
IN THE USAT REGION ON 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/

LASALLIANLINK
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School championShipS (SY 2010-2011)

Archbishop O’Hara High School, Kansas City, MO 2010 Missouri Class 3A Volleyball 

Archbishop Rummel High School, Metairie, LA 2011 Louisiana 5A Wrestling 

Bishop Kelley High School, Tulsa, OK
2010 Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association (OSSAA) 5A 
Girls Volleyball

Calvert Hall College High School, Baltimore, MD

2010 Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) A Confer-
ence Football, Competition Marching Band - 2010 US Scholastic Band 
Association Group 2 Open, Maryland

Cathedral High School, El Paso, TX
2011 Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools (TAPPS) 
Division 1 Swimming

Christian Brothers Academy, Lincroft, NJ 

2010-11 New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association Non-Public 
A Group Indoor Track Relays and Individuals, Swimming, Cross Country, 
and All Group Cross Country, winner–High School Boys’ Distance Med-
ley Championship of America at Penn Relays, National Chess Congress 
Tournament, Jazz Band–first place at Heritage Music Festival

De La Salle High School, Concord, CA 2010 Open Division California Football

DeLaSalle High School, Minneapolis, MN 2011 Minnesota State High School League Class AAA Girls Basketball

Helias Catholic High School, Jefferson City, MO 2011 Dance Team, Mix Category, Missouri Class 3

J.K. Mullen High School, Denver, CO 2010 Class 5A Colorado State High School Football

La Salle Academy, Providence, RI

2010-2011 Rhode Island Interscholastic League Division 1 Girls Soccer, 
Girls Cross Country, Girls Basketball, Girls Gymnastics, Girls Indoor 
Track and Field, and Girls Swimming

La Salle Catholic College Preparatory, Milwaukie, OR
2011 Oregon High School Chess Team Association (OHSCTA) Junior 
Varsity Class 4A

La Salle High School, Cincinnati, OH 2011 Ohio High School Division I Basketball

La Salle High School, Pasadena, CA 2011 Varsity Cheerleading, Spirit International, Super Division, California 

Manhattan College, Riverdale, NY 2011 Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference Men’s Track and Field

Montini Catholic High School, Lombard, IL

2010 Class 5A Illinois High School Association (IHSA) State Football, 
2011 Class 2A IHSA State Wrestling, 2011 Class 3A IHSA Girls Basket-
ball State, 2011 Dance Team Class A Team Dance Illinois Pom Category

St. John’s College High School, Washington, DC
2011 Girls Basketball Washington Catholic Athletic Conference and Abe 
Pollin Washington, D.C. City Title

Saint Mary’s College High School, Berkeley, CA 2010-11 Varsity Girls Basketball D-IV North Coast Section

Saint Paul’s School, Covington, LA 2011 Louisiana Division I State Soccer

San Miguel School Gary Comer, Chicago, IL 2010 Girls and Boys Basketball Westside Catholic League

San Miguel School Back of the Yards, Chicago, IL 2010 Varsity Coed Southwest Soccer Catholic Association

St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, Buffalo, NY
2010-2011 New York State Catholic High School Athletic Association 
State Hockey

St. Michael’s High School, Santa Fe, NM 2011 Drill/Dance Team, New Mexico Class 3A

Saint Raphael Academy, Pawtucket, RI 2011 Boys Varsity Basketball Credit Union 

Totino-Grace High School, Fridley, MN
2010 Class 4A State Football, Minnesota Cheerleading Coaches 
Association State Cheerleading 

West Philadelphia Catholic High School, Philadelphia, PA 2010 Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) Class AA Football
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E N V I R O N M E N T

Long before phrases like “go 
green” or “environmentally 
friendly” became part of our 

everyday language, several La Salle 
Brothers were engaged in exten-
sive research about nature and the 
environment. Some of the stories 
we have gathered date back to the 
1880s. Each of these Brothers have 
distinguished themselves as true 
environmentalists long before the 
term was even invented.

Bro. G. Arsene Brouard, FSC 
(1867-1938)

Bro. Arsene was a native of France, 
where he began to collect plants. 
He continued in this preoccupation 
when he moved to Mexico. Forced to 
leave France and Mexico because of 
government attacks on the Church 
and the anti-religious movement that 
followed, Bro. Arsene relocated to 
the United States in 1914. 

In Maryland, he collected and clas-
sified about 1,200 plants—two or 
three of which were not previously 
known in the state. In Louisiana, he 
collected approximately 900 plants. 
About 60 of those species had never 
been found in Louisiana, while 
three had not been found in the 
United States before then. In 1926, 
he was transferred to New Mexico 
where he gathered many plants. Dr. 
Paul Standley, friend and collabo-
rator, compiled the collection of 

1,500 plants of many different spe-
cies and classified 70 as rare, 20 as 
very rare, 33 as previously unknown 
in the state, and one new plant 
named Muhlenbergia Arsenei. 

Many well-known scientists held 
Bro. Arsene in high regard. He 
received several prestigious honors, 
including awards from the French 
government, the Paris Museum of 
Natural History, and the Mexican 
National Academy of Science.1 

Bro. Marie-Victorin, FSC 
(1885-1944)

Bro. Marie-Victorin is well known 
as the founder of the Montreal 
Botanical Garden in Canada, 
where a statue stands in his honor. 
Ironically, the Brothers’ house at the 
time of his novitiate stood on the 

same location where the garden is 
today.2 

The start of his teaching career in 
1903 was disrupted when he was 
diagnosed with pulmonary tuber-
culosis—a condition that essen-
tially started his botanical career 
because his doctor instructed him 
to give up teaching and spend as 
much time outside as possible. His 
educational work included creating 

Of Plants and Brothers:  
The Early Environmentalists

By Elizabeth Moors Jodice

Muhlenbergia Arsenei, a monocot, is a perennial herb 
(rhizomatous) that is native to California,  Arizona, Baja 
California, New Mexico, and Nevada.

Bro. Marie-Victorin is the founder of the Montreal 
Botanical Garden in Canada, where a statue stands in 
his honor. 

Continued on Page 6
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a department of botany at the new 
Université de Montréal.3

Bro. Marie-Victorin also completed 
many writings, including a manual, 
La Flora laurentienne, which is 927 
pages featuring species of flowering 
plants and vascular cryptogams, and 
a phytogeographical study of the 
region.4

He introduced the idea for a botan-
ical garden in 1929. Following 
some progress, it took off in 1936 
with the creation of the Municipal 
Commission of the Montreal 
Botanical Garden with Bro. Marie-
Victorin as the director. Progress 
came to a halt with the outbreak 
of the war in 1939 and a change 
in provincial government. Bro. 
Marie-Victorin lived to see almost 
three-quarters of the effort fin-
ished and was confident it would be 
completed.5

Bro. Marie-Victorin also took fre-
quent field trips for botanical explo-
ration. Although he suffered a severe 
heart attack during one trip, he con-
tinued with less strenuous excur-
sions. It was on one of those trips 
that Bro. Marie-Victorin’s heart 
could not withstand a car crash and 
he died.6

Bro. Alfred Brousseau, FSC 
(1907-1988)

Brother Alfred, San Francisco 
District Visitor from 1944-1959, was 
a nationally recognized mathemati-
cian, as well as a scientist, photogra-
pher, musician, and amateur bota-
nist. He began his career teaching in 
high schools, earned a Ph.D. in phys-
ics from the University of California, 
Berkeley, CA, and taught at Saint 
Mary’s College in Moraga, CA.

As part of a sabbatical in 1978, 
he took a yearlong camping trip 
through California, logging 47,000 
miles as he studied and photo-
graphed wildflowers, fungi, and 
rocks.10 Between 1925 and 1988, 
Bro. Alfred took more than 12,500 
photos of approximately 2,000 

Continued from Page 5

Plants and Brothers

Bro. H. Charles Severin, FSC 
(1896-1992)

Astragalus curtipes; common name: Morro Milkvetch. 
Photo taken by Bro.  Alfred in May 1981, San Luis 
Obispo, CA.

species. Bro. Eric Vogel, FSC (1927-
2000) of Saint Mary’s College in 
Moraga collected Bro. Alfred’s slides 
and made them available to the pub-
lic beginning in 1995 as part of the 
University of California’s Berkeley 
Digital Library Project, which can be 
viewed at http://calphotos.berkeley.
edu/Brousseau.html.11

Bro. Marie-Victorin in his Laboratory class.

Brother Charles had a long teach-
ing career in Winona, MN at Saint 
Mary’s University of Minnesota, 
where he established the biology 
department. He began teaching in 
1933 and continued his contribu-
tions until 1992. Bro. Charles was 
a lifelong student, an advocate of 
ecology and a teacher of environ-
mental education. He wrote a text-
book used in the United States and 
other countries on ecological study 
and environmental preservation.7 

Despite his numerous awards, when 
asked what he considered to be his 
most significant professional accom-
plishments, he replied, “Any time I 
had a chance to work with people, 
that’s the big thing. Anything else is 
incidental.” Other accomplishments 
include establishing the Catholic 
Science Teachers Association in 
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Continued on Page 14

Bro. Charles was a lifelong student and advocate of ecology and teacher of environmental education. 

Bro. Augustine Kossuth, FSC 
(1924-present)

management and environmental 
stewardship.12

Aside from his landscaping projects, 
Bro. Ambrose founded the archives 
at Lewis and was a certified archi-
vist, one of the first to receive the 
credential. In 1994, Lewis’ Board 
of Trustees named the archives the 
“Brother Ambrose Groble Archives” 
to honor his 30 years of service.13

Bro. Ambrose Groble, FSC 
(1905-1999)

Chicago, president of the National 
Association of Biology Teachers, 
writing biology tests for Catholic 
high schools throughout the United 
States, writing the first biology text-
book published in the Philippines, 
and conducting summer programs 
for biology teachers.8

In Bro. Charles’ oral history, Rory 
Vose, a biology professor, describes 
a walk on a bluff with Bro. Charles 
who fell and slid down a steep slope. 
“I was so afraid he had serious inju-
ries so I rushed down to him as fast 
as possible,” recalled Vose. “There he 
was, cut and bleeding but when he 
saw me he held up a plant that he 
had grabbed during his fall and said 
excitedly, ‘I haven’t seen one of these 
in years.’”9

His memory lives on at Saint Mary’s 
through a scholarship and teaching 
award in his name.

Brother Ambrose planted 198 trees 
on the campus of Lewis University in 
Romeoville, IL from 1979-1989 as 
part of a campus beautification proj-
ect. One Brother remembers Bro. 
Ambrose watering each tree individ-
ually by hooking and unhooking a 
hose to various buildings. The trees 
have now matured and surround the 
Lewis University campus. In 2009 
and 2010, Lewis was honored as a 
Tree Campus USA University for 
its dedication to campus forestry 

Brother Augustine, who is called 
Gus, continued and enhanced the 
tree care initiative Bro. Ambrose 
started at Lewis University. He 
had some experience planting trees 
from his time as principal at Bishop 
Kelley High School in Tulsa, OK 
from 1979-84 where a donor would 
give the school tree seedlings to 
plant each year.14 In 1988, Bro. Gus 
became supervisor of groundskeep-
ing at Lewis where he planted more 
than 300 trees on campus. In 1992, 
he received his Master Gardener 
Certificate. In the August 12, 1996 
issue of Lewis’ University news, Bro. 
Gus called groundskeeping a very 
satisfying vocation. “I have a great 
love for preservation of the environ-
ment,” he said.15
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ENVIRONMENT

La Salle Yakima—A Schoolyard Habitat
By Br. James Joost, FSC

Bro. James Joost is principal of La Salle 
High School of Yakima. He was recently 
appointed auxilliary visitor of the San 
Francisco District and will assume the 
position on July 1, 2011.

Tuesday, 7:55 a.m.—“Bro. Jack, I 
have some food for the worms.”

“No meat, no dairy. Throw it in the 
compost.”

Brother Jack Henderson’s cell 
phone rings, “What have you got 
out there?” He knows it is one of 
the two students on their morn-
ing routine. They are checking the 
fish screw trap the Yakama Nation 
put in the center flow of Ahtanum 
Creek to catch the fish coming 
downstream. 

“A salmon. You sure. Okay, I’ll call 
the Nation and be there in a min-
ute,” says Bro. Jack. Another teacher 
covers for him as he takes the four-
minute walk to the creek, located on 
the south border of La Salle High 
School of Yakima, WA. 

All salmon and steelhead (ocean 
bound rainbow trout) trappings 
have to be recorded—the students 
are measuring, weighing, and cata-
loging the fish. The Yakama Nation 
technicians show up to check for 
a PIT tag (a Passive Integrative 
Transponder tracking device for 
ocean bound salmonids) and inject 
one if needed. They take a DNA 
sample and also check the age. The 

students learn, hands-on in the wild 
creek, that the average salmon trav-
eling to the ocean is about 12 cm., 
40-50 gms. and one year old.  

Bro. Jack arrives on the scene and 
discovers the fish is not a salmon 
but a pike minnow. The Nation is 
called off. The Native American 
Reservation, whose lands start on 
the other side of the creek, keep 
track of the salmon runs along the 
tributaries into the Yakima River 
which eventually pours into the 
Columbia River, the heart of the 
Northwest waterways. During class 
the other students rib the two fish 
trappers, “Who could mess up the 
difference between a pike min-
now and a salmon?” The pike min-
now is kept in one of the many fish 
tanks in the new Gamache Science 
Center, home also to 52 species of 
live animals in the biology room, 
including “Free Range” the roam-
ing iguana, his buddy, “Wheels,” 
the African spurred tortoise, and a 
14-foot python who remains hap-
pily in a tank. The misidentifica-
tion of the pike minnow will not 
happen again, the lesson is now 
part of the network of environmen-
tal studies programs in the science 
department at La Salle, an official 
“Schoolyard Habitat” as designated 
by the National Wildlife Federation 
Schooling Habitat Site program.

After prayer, Bro. Jack tells the 
class, “Today we need to go out to 

Bro. Jack Henderson with students holding the kick net.  With the wild creek as their classroom, students 
learn that the average salmon traveling to the ocean is about 12 cm., 40-50 gms. and one year old.  
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Continued on Page 10

the hatchery and finish moving the 
fingerlings.”  

“Do we need our notebooks?” asks a 
student.

“No, we’re getting dirty.” Faces light 
up and the class eagerly bounds out 
the back door and starts the trek to 
the other side of the 40-acre campus 
to the Ahtanum Creek Educational 
Fish Hatchery sponsored by the 
Yakama Nation.  

After six years of planning and 
building, most of that time spent 
figuring out how to engineer and 
use a state of the art filtration sys-
tem, the $60,000 financing from 
the Yakama Nation and other 
donors resulted in the December 
2010 opening of the hatchery. With 
a capacity of up to 60,000 eggs, 
the first “nursery” group of eggs 
peaked at 14,000. Running the 
hatchery has been a learning experi-
ence. From the beginning, students 

have been working most days of the 
week, conducting the operations of 
a typical hatchery, sorting out the 
dead eggs, feeding the fingerlings 
three times a day, and moving the 
fish from the breeding trays to the 
holding tank to the larger salmon 
run where they stay until they are 
released. With the placement of the 
hatchery on the La Salle campus, 
the hope is to encourage salmon 
returning from the Pacific Ocean, 
to spawn just west of the campus 
and push onward to nest further 
upstream.

The hatchery is one of the new 
stops along the way for elementary 
school students who make La Salle’s 
Environmental Field Day a part 
of their annual field trip schedule. 
Every year, more than 425 students 
from eight schools in the area come 
to the La Salle campus for a half day 
of hands on experiments conducted 
by the Ahtanum Creekkeepers, oth-
erwise known as the Environmental 
Science class. The class splits the 
visiting students into five stations 
to observe, measure, and record 
stream flow, temperature and tur-
bidity (water clarity), chemical test-
ing, kick net catches, wildlife, and 

La Salle High School of Yakima sits on a 40-acre property with the Ahtanum Creek running across one side 
of the campus. This aerial photo was taken in 2003. Since then new structures have been added, including 
the Science Building.

LSHS-Yakima sophomore, David Vargas, injects a PIT tag into a salmon as a Yakama 
Nation technician and sophomore, Josh Carter, look on.

Students feed the salmon fingerlings in the hatchery three times a day.
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both native and non-native veg-
etation along the creek. If they are 
lucky they may see one of the many 
animals native to the area such as 
beavers, coyotes, muskrats, rab-
bits, voles, hawks, owls, herons, 
pheasants, bald eagles, and a vari-
ety of reptiles and insects. Over the 
11 years of creek stewardship and 
water testing, La Salle High School 
in Yakima has collected data needed 
for the care, upkeep, and promotion 
of the Ahtanum Creek as an impor-
tant salmon run in the Northwest 
waterways. A $15,000 grant from 
The Yakima Valley Community 
Foundation in 2010 helped to 
replace and augment equipment 
needed by Creekkeepers to con-
tinue educating students in grades 
one to six. The Foundation also 
provided a grant for the program, 
Fish Tanks in the Classroom, which 
is offered in many of the visiting 
schools. The students have a learn-
ing experience at their schools and 

the complementary outdoor educa-
tion program at La Salle.  

As the groups walk from station to 
station they see the effects of ero-
sion, partly caused by the years of 
cattle use on the land prior to the 
school being built in 2000. The aer-
ial photo of the half mile stretch of 
creek shows a relative barren side 
(the La Salle side) and a lush, green 
side (the Yakama Nation side that 
has never had cattle). The school’s 
stewardship of the land includes an 
ongoing project of restoration and 
rehabilitation of native species of 
plants. As part of an Eagle Scout 
project in 2006, Evan Sawyer ‘09 
led the planting of native tree and 
shrub species along La Salle’s side 
of the creek. The $110,000 proj-
ect was financed by a grant from 
the Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
Program of the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service in conjunction with 
a joint proposal from the City of 
Yakima, the Yakama Nation, and La 
Salle High School.

But keeping up with the non-native 
weed growth has been a challenge, 

The school’s African spurred tortoise on his way 
back home to the Science Building.

Evan Sawyer ‘09 (in a blue cap) led the planting of native tree and shrub species along La Salle’s side of 
Ahtanum Creek.

and this past year the North Yakima 
Conservation District initiated a 
grant request to conduct a one- to 
three-year major restoration of the 
creek side. Securing $130,000, their 
grant was matched by the Yakama 
Nation and starting in August 2011, 
work will begin on the weeding and 
planting that will help rehabilitate 
the erosion of the stream bank. 

Many La Salle graduates have gone 
on to environmental studies and sci-
ence in college. All of them, how-
ever, have gotten their hands dirty 
while learning about environmental 
stewardship along Ahtanum Creek, 
knowing that their contributions 
to that half-mile stretch will impact 
future salmon runs to and from the 
Pacific.n

La Salle-Yakima
Continued from Page 9
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Lasallian schools have made 
“going green” a priority 365 
days a year. In fact, some of 

them have been “green” for a long 
time now. Here are some of the 
many on-going initiatives to protect 
the environment in our schools.

Environmental Stewardship

Saint Mary’s University of 
Minnesota has an Environmental 
Management System in place and 
it is ISO 14001 certified through 
the Sustain Winona partnership, 
which is an agreement between 
the city’s largest public and 
private institutions to implement 
sustainable environmental practices. 
Sustain Winona members have 
pledged to reduce their trash output 
by 25 percent, electricity use by 
10 percent and fuel consumption 
by five percent by the end of 
2011. Also, Saint Mary’s recently 
purchased a building that will 
become a river field station to give 
science students direct access to 
the Mississippi River and allow for 
expanded environmental sciences.

In 2010, Manhattan College 
in Riverdale, NY was awarded 
$661,000 from the $2.6 million 
Flushing and Gowanus Green 
Infrastructure Fund to investigate 
new ways to manage stormwater 
runoff. The grant will be used 
to install a 20,000 square feet 
modular green roof in New York 

Hospital Queens, Flushing, NY 
to help reduce sewer overflow. 
After installation is completed 
this summer, students will gather 
and analyze data for three years to 
determine how much water is being 
captured. Manhattan’s project is one 
of five that New York City hopes to 
use as models to reduce overflows 
into waterways citywide. Manhattan 
is also delivering a water quality 
educational program to engineers in 
the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection.  
For the past two years, Lewis 
University was selected a Tree 
Campus USA University by the 
Arbor Day Foundation for its 
dedication to campus forestry 
management and environmental 
stewardship. Lewis has also 

incorporated environmentally 
friendly features in residence halls 
built in the past five years. It broke 
ground in October 2010 on a 
science building addition for which 
the University hopes to achieve the 
highest Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) 
certification, an internationally 
recognized green building 
certification system.

Solar Power

Christian Brothers University 
in Memphis, TN is in the pro-
cess of installing its first solar 
panel, which was donated by 
Sharp Manufacturing Company of 
America. Engineering students and 
faculty will use it to create a solar 

Green Forever!
By Elizabeth Moors Jodice

ENVIRONMENT

Continued on Page 12



Today, Spring 201112

The student-run vegetable garden at Saint Mary’s College of CA provides more than 200 pounds of food 
each week for campus dining.

powered lighting system for a path-
way near their building. Students 
will also use the panel to study the 
efficiency of energy conversion, con-
trol systems and manufacturing to 
help them better understand solar 
energy and green technologies. 

La Salle Catholic College Preparatory 
in Milwaukie, OR installed one 
of the largest solar photovoltaic 
(PV) systems in the state. The sys-
tem, which the school started using 
in January 2010, is expected to 
deliver between 10-15 percent of 
the school’s energy and save approxi-
mately $10,000 per year beginning 
in year six of the agreement with 
FutureSource Capital Corporation. 
Aside from the environmental and 
financial benefits, it is also brings 
educational value for students who 
will evaluate the effectiveness of 
alternative energy and green power 
sources along with other studies. 

Saint Patrick High School in 
Chicago, IL is also working on 
a solar initiative with a grant of 
$10,000 from the Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Foundation. Six 
180-watt PV panels will be installed 
on the school’s main building and 
students will monitor and study the 
outputs of the system online.  

Edible Schoolyards

In 2010, Saint Mary’s College 
of California was listed in The 
Princeton Review’s Guide to 286 
Green Colleges, which highlights col-
leges and universities that have dem-
onstrated an above-average com-
mitment to sustainability initia-
tives. Saint Mary’s has a student-run 

vegetable garden that provides more 
than 200 pounds of food each week 
for campus dining. Food waste is 
either composted at the garden or 
converted into bio-fuel. 

Students at St. Gabriel’s Hall in 
Audubon, PA are getting ready to 
plant organic herbs and vegetables 
in a greenhouse they built over the 
summer. De Marillac Academy in 
San Francisco, CA and Montini 
Catholic High School in Lombard, 
IL use worm composting, which 
converts food scraps and organic 
waste into fertilizer. “This is a great 
way to show our students how to 

recycle their own food waste and 
plant waste. It demonstrates recy-
cling at its best,” said Sandy Deiber, 
Montini Science Teacher and 
Department Chair.

Environmental Studies

La Salle University in Philadelphia, 
PA launched a new Environmental 
Studies major in the fall 2010 semes-
ter in addition to its Environmental 
Science major. It has two tracks: a pol-
icy track that includes courses on eco-
nomics and political science related to 
the environment, and a science track.  

Green Forever
Continued from Page 11

Students at St. Gabriel’s Hall in Audubon, PA constructing greenhouse to grow organic herbs and vegetables.
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Christian Brothers University in 
Memphis is also offering a minor in 
Sustainability Studies starting this fall. 

La Salle College High School in 
Wyndmoor, PA offers multiple sec-
tions of environmental science, 
including an advanced placement 
elective, and students utilize the cam-
pus for field research. Funds from 
an alumnus donation will be used to 
modify a natural area to create the 
Bro. Gratian of Jesus Environmental 
Study Area. Bro. Gratian was an 
English teacher and principal at La 
Salle. The area will be used for envi-
ronmental science and biology field-
work, as a walking path for the 
school and community, as a nature 
area for local schools, and for art and 
creative writing classes. 

At La Salle Academy in Providence, 
RI environmental education is inte-
grated with the agriculture cur-
riculum and a program that grows 
food for the wider community. 
In support of the program, the 
Architecture Club built a passive 
solar greenhouse for the school’s 
farm. Students learn about sustain-
able architectural and environmen-
tal principles like thermal mass, 

passive solar heat, solar energy, rain-
water catchment, and more. 

This year, Christian Brothers 
Academy in Syracuse, NY revived 
its environmental science pro-
gram, which was scrapped in 2006. 
Students are doing a study on how 
to make the school more environ-
mentally friendly.

Saving the Bees and the Trees

Justin-Siena High School in Napa, 
CA has an active Ecology Club and a 
new course that engages students in a 
yearlong story of the geology, history, 
and ecology of the National Park sys-
tem. In the fall of 2009 and the sum-
mer 2010, the school encountered 
problems with bees on campus. They 
chose to use an environmentally 
friendly removal method that keeps 
the colonies intact and uses them to 
help ailing colonies. 

Recycling is the most popular way 
to help save the environment. 
Approximately 40 percent of the 
solid waste mass that makes up our 
landfills are paper and cardboard 
and 100 million trees are ground up 
each year to produce junk mail. 

Most Lasallian schools, if not all, 
are strictly enforcing a Recycling 
Program. In addition, Bishop Kelley 
has replaced school Mass book-
lets with one-page programs, and 
turns off lights, computers, and 
HVAC systems when not in use. 
Christian Brothers Academy (CBA) 
in Lincroft uses high efficiency light 
bulbs, sends administrative direc-
tives by e-mail, and completes 
attendance, planning, and grad-
ing electronically. Many schools 
use e-mail to communicate with 
parents.

Every effort to save the environ-
ment and improve the quality of the 
air we breathe will benefit every liv-
ing creature on earth. To success-
fully make this happen will require 
a commitment from every human 
being and every institution in this 
country and throughout the world.

“How we treat the environment is a 
measure of our stewardship, a sign 
of our respect for the Creator and 
a requirement of our faith,” said La 
Salle Catholic College Preparatory 
President Denise Jones. n�

When confronted with bee problems on campus, Justin-Siena High School chose to use an environmentally 
friendly removal method.. 

If your school has an innovative envi-
ronmental friendly project you would 
like to share, please send your story to 
communications@lasallian.info.

Recycling at La Salle High School-Pasadena. 
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Continued from Page 7

Aluminum 
 � Aluminum can be recycled using 

5% of the energy used to make the 
original product. 

 � Recycling a single aluminum can 
saves enough energy to run a televi-
sion or computer for three hours.

 � American throw enough aluminum 
away every three months to rebuild 
our entire commercial air fleet. 

 � Using recycled aluminum instead of 
virgin materials decreases water and 
air pollution and energy use by 95%. 

 � You can make 20 cans out of recy-
cled material with the same amount 
of energy it takes to make one new 
one.

GlAss 
 � Recycling 1 glass bottle saves 

enough energy to light a 100-watt 
light bulb for 4 hours. 

 � In the coming decade,  Americans 
are projected to throw away more 
than 11 million tons of glass bottles 
and jars.

 � Recycling saves 25-30% of the 
energy used to make glass from vir-
gin materials. 

PlAstics  
 � Americans throw away enough plas-

tic bottles each year to circle the 
earth four times. 

 � Every hour, we throw away 2.5 mil-
lion plastic bottles. (22 billion plastic 
bottles per year). 

 � Five recycled plastic bottles make 
enough fiberfill to stuff a sky jacket. 

steel  
 � Every ton of steel recycled saves 

2,500 pounds of iron ore, 1,400 
pounds of coal, and 120 pounds of 
limestone. 

 � Enough energy is saved each year by 
recycling steel to supply Los Angeles 
with electricity for almost 10 years.

 � The steel industry recycles nearly 19 
billion steel cans into new products 
each year—about 600 cans recycled 
every second! 

PAPer  
 � A 12-foot high wall could be built 

from NYC to Los Angeles with 
all of the office and writing paper 
thrown out in the U.S. each year. 

 � Recycling a ton of paper saves 17 
trees.

 � Every Sunday, the U.S. wastes nearly 
90% of all the recyclable newspa-
pers. This wastes about 500,000 
trees. 

 � One tree can filter up to 60 pounds 
of pollutants from the air each year.

 � Americans use more than 67 mil-
lion tons of paper per year, or 580 
pounds per person. 

 � More than one-third of all paper 
fiber used to make paper comes 
from recycled paper. 

comPostinG FActs  
 � Almost one-third of the waste 

stream by weight is organic 
waste like food, leaves, and grass. 

 � A 1000-square-foot area of lawn can 
generate up to 500 pounds of grass 
clippings in a single growing season.

 � Use of compost can reduce the 
need and use of synthetic fertilizers 
and pesticides. 

Junk mAil  
 � Americans receive almost 4.5 mil-

lion tons of junk mail per year. 

 � About 44% of junk mail is never 
opened. 

 � Every person in the US receives the 
equivalent of one and a half trees 
per year or approximately 560 
pieces of junk mail per year.

 � The average person gets 1.5 per-
sonal letters per week compared to 
10.8 pieces of junk mail.

RECYCLING FACTS
Brother Gus retired as supervi-
sor of groundskeeping at Lewis in 
1994 and worked for the Franciscan 
Sisters part time doing landscap-
ing and grounds improvement 
before returning to Lewis part time 
doing groundskeeping.16 In 1999, 
he developed a campus tree walk, 
which is detailed in a brochure that 
shows the locations and describes 
each variety. Bro. Gus is now retired 
and lives in the Brothers’ commu-
nity at Lewis, where he enjoys see-
ing the trees thrive today. “I can 
look at every one of them and I can 
remember planting it. It feels good 
to see they survived,” he said.17n
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Plants and Brothers

From www.thegreenteam.org.
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For the Love of Teaching
By Elizabeth Moors Jodice

“Come, my friends, ‘tis not too late 
to seek a newer world...For my pur-
pose holds to sail beyond the sunset and 
the baths of the western stars until I 
die.”—Alfred Lord Tennyson, Ulysses

After seven years as Director 
of Education for the USA-
Toronto Region, Brother 

Kevin Dalmasse emptied his office 
at Christian Brothers Conference 
(CBC) in Washington, D.C. and 
packed his bags for his alma mater 
Central Catholic High School in 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

Bro. Kevin returned to his teaching 
roots with the 2010-2011 school 
year—and he couldn’t be hap-
pier. “I became a Brother because 
I love teaching and working with 
young people,” he said. “I had 
deeply missed it and a wonderful 

opportunity opened up for me to 
return to my alma mater.” 

Bro. Kevin could not pass up the 
opportunity because of his passion 
for teaching, a desire for a daily rou-
tine, and a chance to be close to 
family. He had lived away from his 
hometown for 33 years.

Those years took him to several 
schools including La Salle College 
High School in Wyndmoor, PA, 
West Catholic Boys High School 
in Philadelphia, PA, and Bishop 
Walsh School in Cumberland, 
MD. He served in teaching and 
administrative roles before becom-
ing the Baltimore District’s 
Vocation Director followed by 
Assistant Provincial and Director 
of Education. Bro. Kevin’s journey 
then took him to Washington, DC 
as Regional Director of Education. 
“I have viewed it as a great privi-
lege to have worked with the many 
dedicated people over the years at 
Christian Brothers Conference who 
work tirelessly behind the scenes to 
make outstanding formation pro-
gramming available,” he said. 

Looking back, Bro. Kevin remem-
bers his work in developing Lasallian 
Association in the USAT Region. In 
particular, he has played an active 
role in the creation of the Lasallian 
Association of Secondary School 
Chief Administrators (LASSCA). 
He hopes it evolves into a mean-
ingful and effective organization 

for principals/presidents to work 
together and serve the mission.  

Bro. Kevin is optomistic about the 
future of the Huether Lasallian 
Conference which he managed as 
Director of Education at CBC. 
Originally an all-Brothers gather-
ing, Huether now brings together 
over 300 Lasallians from around 
the country, 90 percent of whom 
are lay partners. Bro. Kevin sees 
this number continuing to rise, as 
the Huether Conference gains pop-
ularity among the thousands of 
Lasallian educators in the Region. 

During his time outside the class-
room, Bro. Kevin did not let go of 
his roots. He co-founded La Salle 
Academy in Philadelphia, which 
opened in 2003, and continued to 
serve on the board of trustees. “That 
has been a total labor of love for 
me,” he explained. “It has kept me 
grounded and connected to what 
the mission is truly about.”

It also gave him a perspective on the 
future of the mission with more lay 
leadership. He considers boards of 
trustees “absolutely critical” for sus-
taining schools. Bro. Kevin sees the 
need to develop excellent boards, 
elect strong people, and be more 
deeply aware of issues involved in 
conducting a board. 

Now that he is back in the classrom, 
he shares the following advice to 

I N  F O C U S
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Lasallians who are working to move 
the mission forward: “There are all 
of these formation programs out 
there and they will do a good job in 
terms of giving you an intellectual 
framework and a spiritual frame-
work, but there’s nothing like teach-
ing and lived reality that brings all 
of that to life in such a great way.” 

Bro. Kevin knows the future 
holds challenges. He hopes the 
recent Circular from the Institute, 
“Associated for the Lasallian 
Mission…an Act of HOPE,” will 
inspire greater clarity around the 
theological and spiritual foundations 
of association and give direction 
on how Brothers and Partners can 
work together to build the future. 
He believes the major challenge is a 
lack of clarity that may be hinder-
ing a sense of urgency. Bro. Kevin 
thinks the Region needs to build on 
foundations laid with formation pro-
grams like the Buttimer Institute of 
Lasallian Studies, Huether, Lasallian 
Leadership Institute, and Lasallian 
Social Justice Institute. 

While lay leadership is becom-
ing more prevalent and steps are 

being taken to plan 
for that, Bro. Kevin 
sees the importance of 
promoting vocations. 
His first contact with 
Brothers was at Central 
Catholic. He got to 
know them and learned 
from their examples 
during his four years 
on the speech and 
debate team. He con-
tinued the connec-
tion while attending 
La Salle University 
in Philadelphia and 
coaching speech and 
debate at La Salle 

College High School. “It was actu-
ally during my years as a coach, 
while I was an undergrad in col-
lege, that I fell in love with teaching 
and the mission of the Brothers,” he 
said. 

But he did not want to be a Brother, 
at first. He wanted to work at the 
state or defense department until he 
was nearing the end of his gradu-
ate work at Georgetown University 
and felt drawn back. “I called 
the Brothers and told them I had 
changed my mind. I wanted to be a 
Brother after all,” he said. “That was 
27 years ago and I haven’t regretted 
that one moment since.”

As his teachers did with him, now 
Bro. Kevin hopes to inspire some 
of his students to become Brothers. 
“They are very respectful and they 
ask all kinds of questions,” he 
said. “So it leads me to be filled 
with hope that the vocation of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools is 
still alive and well.”

Bro. Kevin also sees an opportu-
nity to attract new Brothers through 

the growing popularity of immer-
sion trips where students directly 
serve the poor and the community. 
Students’ passion for these trips 
could help encourage them to dedi-
cate their lives to serving the poor 
through education.

Now ministering to those stu-
dents—and learning from them—
Bro. Kevin sees just how important 
it is to go into each day with the 
eyes of faith. “I absolutely love it. 
There is no way for me to put into 
words to describe just how happy I 
am right now,” he laughed. “I loved 
my previous work, but every day I 
look forward to getting out of bed 
and seeing what adventure is going 
to unfold before me and I just am 
absolutely loving it.” n

Bro. Kevin welcoming participants at the Huether Conference in St. 
Louis, MO in 2008.

Continued from Page 15

Teaching

SAVE THE DATE

November 17-20, 2011

HUETHER 
CONFERENCE

Washington, D.C.

Call for presentations—
visit www.lasallian.info/

index.cfm/2011-huether-
lasallian-conference 

“Some work of the noble 

note may yet be done, not 

unbecoming men that strove 

with gods.” 

Alfred LordTennyson, Ulysses
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VOCATION

The Remake of the De La Salle Movie
By Brother George Van Grieken, FSC

Bro. George Van Grieken of the San 
Francisco District is Director of  Vocation 
Ministry for the USAT Region.

In my role as Director of 
Vocation Ministry, I am always 
on the lookout for opportunities 

to promote St. John Baptist de La 
Salle as the Patron Saint of Teachers 
and the Brothers who follow his 
charism. On several occasions, I had 
seen the video tape of the movie, 
Who Are My Own—WAMO for 
short, as the Brothers called it. The 
popularity of this movie among stu-
dents, especially freshmen, was a 
mystery to me. 

Sometime in the fall of 2005, I pur-
chased a copy of WAMO in a reli-
gious bookstore. I watched the movie 

at home and was horrified at the 
quality of the film—certain scenes 
were in odd colors and others were 
extremely dark, the opening cred-
its were cut off because of the size 
of the screen, and the blips, bobs, 
or quirks in the sound were annoy-
ing, to say the least. If this movie was 
representing the Brothers, it was a 
very poor showing and did not give 
a good impression of De La Salle or 
the Brothers based on the production 
quality of the film. The story might 
be interesting, even compelling, but 
the delivery told a different story.

I recalled seeing a 16-mm version 
of the movie at the San Franciso 
District office, and decided to do 
something about the problem. I fer-
reted around various closets at our 
District offices, interrogated long-
time secretaries, and finally located 
a 16-mm canister marked “Master 
Copy” with the film in it.

The Regional office in Washington, 
D.C. was contacted and permission 
was given to produce a digital copy 
of the 16-mm film. In 2006, after I 
received the digital tapes, the next 
step was to convert them into DVD 
format. Using iMovie on my Mac, 
I proceeded to work on the copy, 
mainly editing the sound and image 
quality. After taking more time 
and climbing more learning curves 
than I had anticipated, an “archi-
val” DVD was produced. Copies 
were sent to the Regional office and 
to others who had asked for one. 

But generally, this was an “in-house” 
project. No advertisements, promo-
tion, etc. Andrea Miller, our District 
Archivist, agreed to make DVD cop-
ies upon request, and several trickled 
in over the next few months. Then I 
received “the fax.”

I had e-mailed someone who knew 
Brother Leo Burkhard some time 
earlier, to inform him that I’d taken 
on this project and that I know he 
had somehow been involved in the 
making of the original movie. On 
October 18, 2006, Brother Leo 
Burkhard sent me a fax from J. K. 
Mullen High School Community in 
Denver, where he was in residence. 
It contained facts about the movie, 
explaining how he had launched the 
project in the early 1960s based on 
a popular novel, Master of Mischief 
Makers, that he had written. Bro. 
Leo gently told me that the work 
I had done “is wonderful in lots of 
ways, and I can’t really say that I am 
displeased, but nevertheless it does 
disregard copyright regulations.”

Oops.

He spoke about international dis-
tribution contracts and the fact that 
he was “still the vice president of 
the foundation that owns the film 
and also delegated general man-
ager for its distribution.” Actually, 
he was very kind in his general mes-
sage, inviting me to come to Denver 
for a few days where we could share 

Continued on Page 18

Like many others, 
the poplularity of 
this movie among 

students was a mystery 
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The Remake...

ideas about future possibilities for 
the film. But there was that edge. I 
wanted to see him, since he had just 
turned 84 years old and I knew that 
available time was running out.

And so, in February 2007, on my 
way back from a meeting in New 
Orleans, I went to Mullen and spent 
three wonderful days with Bro. 
Leo. He regaled me with stories 
about the movie and its production. 
We took over the living room one 
evening and watched the 16-mm 
movie on the wall, with Bro. Leo 
enthusiastically commenting on 
scenes that we were now both very 
familiar with. I made an observation 
of a scene where a young De La 
Salle is standing outside of a school 
surrounded by the students—this 
occurs just before a teacher marches 
the boys out from the school—and 
behind him on the wall is etched 
“Gratuitous School” in Spanish 
which was rather strange for a scene 
that takes place in France. Bro. Leo 
said he had missed that one and 
was surprised at how obvious it had 
been. He took me to his favorite 
French restaurant in Denver and 
we toured the area in my rental 
car. He told me stories of his time 
in Parménie; how he had persisted 
in his efforts to secure and develop 
the property despite many setbacks 
and challenges. He showed me a 
photograph of the moment that 
he brought the remains of Sister 
Louise out of the ground in the 
renovation of the Parménie chapel, 
when a bright sunbeam had at that 
moment illuminated just that small 
coffin. He was a wonder of detail and 
delight. I enjoyed our time together 
tremendously, especially since his 

knowledge of Lasallian history and 
spirituality was so phenomenal and 
enthusiastic.

Just before I left for Napa, Bro. 
Leo asked if I would take over 
responsibility for the movie. He 
knew that he didn’t have long to live 
and wanted to make sure that the 
movie was in good hands. I was a 
bit taken aback, since I didn’t have 
any experience with something like 
this. But what could I do? I agreed, 
of course. He then told me that 
the original 35-mm negatives and 
internegatives—the masters from 
which 16-mm copies are made—had 
been lost in transit some years ago 
on their way to the NO-SF District 
Archives from a lab in New York 
City where they had been stored. 
This was the great sorrow of his life. 
I told him that I would do what I 
could to find them.

Upon my return to Napa, I 
launched a search through various 
Brothers and others whom I knew 
in New Orleans. After some weeks, 
thankfully, the five UPS boxes were 
found stacked in the corner of an 
unused office and I informed Bro. 
Leo of the good news. The masters 
were sent to the Napa archives for 
examination and storage. 

Then things really started falling 
into place. Providentially, a month 
after returning from Denver, I 
was at the Napa premiere of the 
Catholic movie Bella. There I 
met Anthony Ryan, media editor 
for Ignatius Press (IP), who lives 
in Napa along with other IP 
executives. We began a conversation 
and e-mail correspondence about 
the possibility of re-releasing the 
movie. This conversation lasted 
for a number of years—sometimes 
Providence takes its time.

Bro. Leo Burkhard passed away 
on November 1, 2007, All Saints 
Day. Just before he died, he wrote 
and signed a document transferring 
the movie’s licensing rights to the 
canonical superiors of the Districts 
and designating me “to supervise 
any further development of the film 
project and its distribution.” So the 
movie was now in my hands.

Eventually, Mr. Ryan expressed the 
interest of IP to re-release the movie. 
As the largest distributor of Catholic 
DVDs in the country, this would  
guarantee a wide circulation for 
the De La Salle movie. In January 
2010, IP and the Regional office 
came to an agreement regarding 
the production and distribution 

A scene from the movie, with actor Mel Ferrer as St. John Baptist de La Salle.
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of the new St. John Baptist de La 
Salle DVD. Bro. Robert Schieler, 
General Councilor for the Region, 
signed on behalf of the USA-Toronto 
Region, and all I had to do was 
provide IP with a good digital copy 
of the movie. This time, the 35-mm 
master was digitized by a professional 
lab, and I worked on editing and 
processing the digital tapes. Months 
of painstaking editing followed—
here and there between my regular 
obligations—and in the process I 
learned Adobe’s Premiere Pro in order 
to fix the color and contrast problems 
throughout the movie. The sound 
was “cleaned up” as much as possible, 
although synchronization problems 
remained because there had been 
actors speaking in three different 
languages (English, French, Spanish) 
and everyone, including Mel Ferrer, 
had to overdub their lines later on. 
Finally, the project was done and 
the master DVD was sent to IP for 
pressing. To complete the package, 
a  16-page booklet about De La Salle 
was produced to accompany the 
DVD.

Much credit for this remake is due 
to Bro. Leo Burkhard, for producing 
the movie originally and for inspiring 
me to bring it back into production. 
He has been its guardian angel 
throughout. It would be his hope, 
as it is mine, that the movie inspires 
others to follow in the footsteps of De 
La Salle, even perhaps as a Brother.

On October 1, 2010, the movie, St. 
John Baptist de La Salle: Patron Saint 
of Teachers, was released by Ignatius 
Press. Two thousand copies were 
sold in the first four months. 

To order a copy of the De La Salle 
DVD, visit the Ignatius Press 
website at www.ignatius.com/
Products/SJBS-M/saint-john-
baptist-de-la-salle.aspx. n

FILM ON SAINT JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE
By Brother Leo Burkhard, FSC, 1969

the ideA

Friends and confreres have often asked 
me why I wrote Master of Mischief 
Makers some 20 years ago. Though now 
almost ancient history, I vividly recall the 
two principal reasons: firstly to answer a 
personal need to know who De La Salle 
really was and what he meant to me 
as a Christian Brother, and secondly to 
prepare the way, if possible, to take his 
story to the screen.

The book had the good fortune to go 
into a number of editions in 10 different 
languages and, to my surprise, I was called 
to France in 1956 to teach at the then 
Missionary Juniorate of Saint-Maurice-
l’Exil.  Without my realizing it, the stage 
was being set for film negotiations. 

There had been talk of making a film 
on the life of Saint John Baptist de La 
Salle for some 20 years already and the 
Motherhouse corridors still echoed with 
discussions about two screenplays that 
had been prepared, one by an Italian 
writer and another by a Frenchman. This 
last work was centered on the interest-
ing life and character of Claude Dulac de 
Montissambert rather than on Monsieur 
de La Salle himself. It was generally 
thought that the saint’s life was too dull, 
and his character too cold and aloof to 
be easily or successfully portrayed on 

the screen.  At any rate, both of these 
projects failed to get off to a start.

The appearance of Master of Mischief 
Makers in French, Spanish and Italian 
aroused new interest in the film proj-
ect and made it possible to contact 
professional film people in England, 
France, Spain and Italy. It was finally 
with Eurofilms that an agreement was 
reached to produce the picture. This 
Spanish firm had recently completed the 
film Molokai which had considerable suc-
cess. The possibility of a coproduction 
with France and Italy, or both, was not 
excluded and, in signing a contract with 
Eurofilms, the Institute retained the right 
to approve the screenplay. More than 
a dozen writers tried their hand at the 
scenario and as many versions were pre-
pared in three different languages during 
the space of eighteen months. 

seArch For A “sAint” And A 
director

While sites for possible shooting were 
being visiting in Paris, Rheims, Rouen, 
Troyes, Laon, Liesse, Sarlat, Perouges and 
Lyons, and some thousand photos taken 
for use in constructing studio sets, the 
search started for an important actor 
to play the lead. Some of the personali-
ties contacted were: Jose Ferrer,  Alec 
Guinness, Laurent Terzieff and Mel Ferrer. 

Mr. Ferrer’s acceptance of the role made 
it obligatory on Eurofilms to have the 
scenario re-adapted by a professional 
writer since his contract too called for 
screenplay approval. It was thus that 
Diego Fabbri, an internationally known 
Italian playwright (Il Proceso di Gesu) was 
called in to work on the project.

The success of a picture also depends 
a great deal on others: Maurice Cloche 
(Monsieur Vincent), Ladislao Vajda 
(Marceline, Pan y Vino), Yves Robert (La 
Guerre des Boutons) and Cesar Ardavin 
whose Lazarillo de Tormes had just won 
the Berlin Festival Award. This latter 

Continued on Page 20
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accepted to direct the picture and a con-
tract was signed with him.

diFFiculties with euroFilms

With the signing of contracts between 
Eurofilms and Mel Ferrer, Diego Fabbri and 
Cesar Ardavin, the project had finally come 
of age, but it had likewise outgrown the 
financial possibility as well as the compe-
tency of Eurofilms.  A break was inevitable 
and it came in October 1963. 

Much is to be said in favor of the faith 
and the daring of the Spanish districts 
who took the project over at that time, 
re-financed it and got the shooting 
underway in the spring of 1964. A new 
writer, James Herranz, revised the screen-
play and Mr. Luis Amadori, a graduate 
of La Salle College in Buenos Aires, was 
called in to direct the picture in the place 
of Mr. Ardavin. 

El SEnor dE la SallE

The result was El Senor de La Salle whose 
world premiere was held in Barcelona at 
the International Alumni Congress. The 
film proved successful in Spain, ranking 
no less than third in gross receipts dur-
ing the first year of its release. It was also 
well received in Columbia and Venezuela 
and is now showing in Argentina.

Much credit is to be given to Brother 
Javier Faustino who saw the project 
through to this fine result on the Spanish 
market. 

An APPrAisAl

Luis Amadori, in his effort to re-create 
an epoch, puts a series of gorgeously 

colorful tableaux on the screen for 110 
minutes. His actors move about in pag-
eant style more than as individual charac-
ters involved in a real drama.

Preoccupied in his search for effects in 
contrast and for the “spectacular” which 
he never quite attains, Amadori has seri-
ously neglected drama, story line and 
depth in this creation.

Toward the end of the film, he allows him-
self to be carried away in what is meant 
to be a grandiose sequence at Versailles 
where M. de La Salle is received by Louis 
XIV.  The fastuous decor is not want-
ing, but certain critics feel that Fernando 
Rey does not quite satisfy as the Grand 
Monarch, despite his name, and they are 
inclined to ask how all this can be recon-
ciled with the character, personality and 
psychology of both the king and the saint. 

However, like the tavern sequence in the 
early part of the Amadori realization, this 
triumphal march at the end of the film 
proved popular with theatre crowds in 
Spain. One must keep in mind, after all, that 
the picture was made for the public and 
not for an audience of Christian Brothers.

Edward Torre de La Fuente does a 
remarkable job on the sets and costumes. 
They are as authentic as one could wish 
and about the only thing that can be said 
against them is that they are perhaps too 
perfect. The musical score of Gregorio 
Garcia Segura is excellent.

the new Version

Had the Producer of El Senor de La Salle 
not made a very poor English sound 
track for the film and dubbed in another 
voice for that of the principal actor, and 
had he not allowed the introduction of 
certain sequences entirely inadmissible 
to French and English audiences, a new 

version of the picture might never have 
been attempted.

I once more set to work on the project 
in January 1967, this time in close col-
laboration with American and French 
technicians, in view of re-editing and re-
dubbing the picture. Some new shoot-
ing was done in France at the village of 
Perouges where “Monsieur Vincent” had 
been filmed and at Parménie and the 
Grande Chartreuse, under the direction 
of Pierre Montazel (Si Versailles m’etait 
Conte) and with the kind of collabora-
tion of the French actor Marc Michel (Le 
Parapluies de Cherbourg) who plays the 
role of Andre in the film. 

Montazel’s photography is sober and 
classical and not inferior in beauty to 
that of Macasoli in the original ver-
sion. While diminishing the pageantry 
of Amadori’s creation and unifying the 
story line, the new version brings the 
film closer to the novel on which it 
was originally based, gives added depth 
to some roles and enhances the reli-
gious or spiritual character of the film. 
The role of Andre is given much greater 
importance and is, in fact, what holds the 
story together. His opening narration, for 
example, seems to introduce the action 
much better than did the horsemanship 
and fencing of La Salle in Amadori’s open-
ing sequence.

APPreciAtion

This film on the life of the Founder of the 
Christian Brothers, be it the original ver-
sion, El Senor de La Salle, or the Franco-
American version, tentatively entitled 
“Who Are My Own” may not be a truly 
great film, or a prize winner, or any sen-
sational attraction, yet neither can it be 
written off as mediocre. Critics have 
said there is something quite undefin-
able about it that appeals and holds one’s 
attention—something that “lingers” with 
those who have seen it. Is it perhaps the 
message the film gets across, or the beau-
tiful color and scenery, or perhaps just 
the warmth and simplicity of the story 
told? Be all this as it may, the picture will 
doubtless do a great deal of good and it 
should appeal to a large, if select, audience 
in a world where the problems haven’t 
changed.

Film...

Continued from Page 19

About Bro, Leo Burkhard—a member of the New Orleans-Santa Fe District and a Coloradoan by 
birth, Bro. Leo joined the Brothers of the Christian Schools in 1939. He taught in the United States, 
in Mexico, in France and in Italy. Much of his time abroad was devoted to historical research about 
a small mountain in southern France named Parménie and the restoration of an ancient monastery 
there. His writings, whether in French, English or Spanish, center mostly around this extraordinary 
spot where he lived for 25 years and its connection with De La Salle. In recognition of Bro. Leo’s 
work there, the French government awarded him the National Order of Merit in 1990. 

Bro. Leo’s works include Beyond the Bounderies, 1994; Parmenie et la Crise de Jean-Baptiste de la Salle et 
de son Institut de 1712-1714 (Cahier Lasallien No. 57), 1994; Un Pilluelo de Paris Encuentra al Senor de La 
Salle, 1985; Encounters: De La Salle at Parmenie, 1983; L’Etommante et Fascinante Historie d’une Petite Col-
line Dauphinoise, 1976; Parmenie, Haut Lieu Dauphinois, 1964; and Master of Mischief Makers, 1952.

After an extended illness, Bro. Leo died in Denver, Colorado on November 1, 2007 at the age of 85.



“Those who teach others unto justice shall shine like stars 
for all eternity.”—Book of Daniel, 12:3

 � Bro. Hugh Albright (DENA) passed away on 
February 24, 2011

 � Fr. Anthony Cordeiro, O.P. (former Bro. Stephen 
Ignatius) (SF) passed away on September 27, 2010

 � Bro. Michael Corry (DENA) passed away on 
March 15, 2011

 � Bro. Frederick Del Antonio (DENA) passed away 
on December 8, 2010

 � Bro. Phillip DePorter (DENA) passed away on 
September 19, 2010

 � Bro. Richard Gerlach (Midwest) passed away on 
December 23, 2010

 � Bro. Felix Gilsdorf (NO-SF) passed away on March 
5, 2011

 � Bro. Joseph McQuaid (DENA) passed away on 
December 31, 2010

 � Bro. Leo Michiels (DENA) passed away on 
October 9, 2010

 � Bro. Sylvester Miner (DENA) passed away on 
October 3, 2010

 � Bro. Michael O’Neill (DENA) passed away on 
October 21, 2010

 � Bro. William Walz (Midwest) passed away on 
October 4, 2010 

I N  M E M O R I A M

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 2011 

24-27  RCCB/CBMS meetings 
Baltimore, MD 

26-29  Lasallian Volunteers 
Debriefing Retreat  
Plano, IL 

June 2011 

26-30 Buttimer Institute of 
Lasallian Studies 
Moraga, CA 

July 2011 

1-8  Buttimer Institute of 
Lasallian Studies 
Moraga, CA

17-22  Lasallian Leadership 
Institute-Midwest 
Romeoville, IL 

24-29  Lasallian Leadership 
Institute-East 
Bronx, NY 

October 2011 

17  Visit of Superior General 
NO-SF and DENA 
Districts 

18  Regional Finance 
Committee  
Romeoville, IL 

20-22 Lasallian Leadership 
Institute-East 
Mt. Pocono, PA 

26-29 RCCB Meeting 
New Orleans, LA 

27-29 Lasallian Leadership 
Institute-Midwest 
Bloomington, MN 

November 2011 

17 - 20 Huether Lasallian 
Conference 
Washington, D.C.
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