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Call to Prayer: 
 
Leader:  Let us Remember... 
Response:  … that We are in the Holy Presence of God 
 
Leader:  As a Lasallian Family we ask you to meet us, Lord, on the road to Emmaus, 

Guide us on the path to fulfill the Mission entrusted to our care, and renew our strength as we 
continue to walk Together and by Association and in communion with you. 
 

 All:  Open our eyes, so we may see the signs of your presence around us; 
open our hearts, so we may receive your peace and love; 
and empower us to pass on to others, especially those in our Lasallian community,  
the grace you have shared with us so freely. Amen. 

 
 
Gospel Reading:     On the Road to Emmaus - Luke 24:13-35 
 
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They 
were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked and discussed these things with 
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. 
 
He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces 
downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?”   
“What things?” he asked. 
 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they 
replied. “He was a 
prophet, powerful in word and 
deed before God and all the 
people. The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to be 
sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; but we had hoped 
that he was the one who was going 
to redeem Israel. And what is 
more, it is the third day since all 
this took place. In addition, some 
of our women amazed us. They 
went to the tomb early this 
morning  but didn’t find his body. 
They came and told us that they 
had seen a vision of angels, who 
said he was alive. Then some of 
our companions went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had 
said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
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He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the 
Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  
 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. But they 
urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 
 
 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
 

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled 
together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had 
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 
 
 
Lasallian Reflection:  CIRCULAR 469: The Documents of the 45th General Chapter  

“This work of God is also our work” (Nov, 2014) - p. 32 
 
Our Lasallian Vocation: A sign of hope for the church and the poor 
 
 “God is so good that he wants all people to know the truth and to be saved1”. In this way, our holy Founder 
invites us to see our existence as a gift from God for the service of others. It is in this salvific context that we 
Brothers and Partners live our lives. Each one, according to our specific vocation, is invited to reflect on our life 
not so much from the perspective of “What am I called to do?”; but rather, from the perspective of “Whom am I 
called to serve?” In the depths of our hearts, we hear the desperate cry of children, young people and adults.  
 
We recall how the disciples of Emmaus felt their hearts on fire while Jesus was explaining the Scriptures to them. 
We also remember the Brothers’ 1714 letter to John Baptist de La Salle and how, through this letter, he 
discovered the Brothers’ desire that he continue to collaborate with them. Brothers and Partners, through 
reflection on the Emmaus event (Lk 24.13- 35) and the Institute’s 
foundational experience, are invited to rekindle our foundational experience 
and to start anew.  
 
Our belief is that God continues to act in the world and contributes to an 
environment favorable to the fostering of vocations (C 466, 3.27). We derive 
hope and meaning from our daily experiences as cooperators with Jesus 
Christ (M 196.2). Our life and witness can inspire others to reflect about the 
meaning of their lives. 
 
Song or Video Reflection:  
 
ONE HEART, ONE COMMITMENT, ONE LIFE #300  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMYAAX8LWfs&feature=youtu.be  
 
The Summons, John L. Bell. 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/the-summons/786565618?i=786568366 
  

                                                
1 De La Salle, Meditations for the Time of Retreat, 193.1 
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Pause for Reflection and Sharing: 
 
As we enter into this Jubilee Year for the Lasallian Family and celebrate the Lasallian Vocation in all of its 
manifestations, let us pause to reflect on our own “Emmaus Journeys.” We are reminded by the Gospel reading 
that Christ walks with us, and it is in the sharing of fellowship and communion He is revealed to us.  We are 
reminded Christ meets us where we are, as we meet our students, and accompanies us on our faith journeys to 
become fully who we are called to be. Spend some time reflecting on the following questions.  Then, share with 
those around you. 
 
When on your journey to Lasallian Education have you encountered Christ and felt God’s Presence? 
 
If you identify as having a Lasallian Vocation, when did you make that discovery? When did you realize your heart 
was burning with zeal for the Lasallian Mission?  
 
 
Choral Response:       CIRCULAR 470: Towards the year 2021  

“Living Together our Joyful Mission” (Mar, 2015) – p. 63-64 
  
 
R: In faith, Lord, we believe that: 
Your work is our work and we are a vital part of it. 
You have granted us the gift of spreading the Gospel to all 
but especially to the poor and the young. 
A Gospel adventure uniquely experienced by each person. 
A Gospel pilgrimage open and receptive to the different 
creeds and cultures of our world. 
We want to be Lasallians without frontiers. 
 
L: Difficulties and challenges confront us 
just as during our Founder’s time. 
Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
we may be slow of heart to believe. 
Yet, you Lord, still believe in us, question us,   
challenge us and send us,  
making our hearts burn within us. 
 
R: We Lasallians, regardless of our age, 
are filled with hope and joy for the mission. 
We rejoice as the mission expands 
through the ever-widening circle of Lasallians. 
We celebrate new educational initiatives 
and ministries reaching out to the poor. 
 
L: Yes, Lord, we have been witnesses to your great love 
since the time of our charismatic founding. 
That event has convinced us that great things are still possible. 
We thank you for having called and sent us again and again, 
to return to Jerusalem, to live the promise of vitality, 
to live our vision, our passion, and our future 
for the mission you have entrusted to us. Amen
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Intentions: 
 
Leader: For our Community, may we support each other as we journey 

together this year to fulfill the Mission entrusted to us.  In times of joy 
and times of challenge we pray for the grace to accompany one 
another.  We pray to the Lord… 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: For our Lasallian Family, may we Together and by Association creatively 

respond to the needs of our time with fidelity to our holy Founder and 
with confidence in God’s Providence. Let us be attentive to those most 
vulnerable in our schools, communities, country and world. We pray to 
the Lord. 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray in Thanksgiving for those men who have dedicated their lives to the Lasallian 

Vocation as lived by the De La Salle Brothers.  May their witness and commitment to the 
Lasallian Mission continue to serve as a reminder of our own baptismal consecration. May 
young people be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit in their hearts and be brave 
enough to respond authentically to their call in life.  We pray to the Lord.  

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: We pray in Thanksgiving for the dedication and commitment of those who are living their 

Lasallian Vocation as lay people. May their witness and commitment to the Lasallian Mission 
serve as a model to others of the joy and freedom that comes from a life-giving vocation. 
May young people continue to be open to the call to serve the Church through a Lasallian 
Vocation, in all of its manifestations, to provide a human and Christian education to the 
young, especially the poor. We pray to the Lord.  

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader: For whom or for what else shall we pray? Please respond: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
 
Our Father: 
 
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us by reciting the Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
Closing Prayer:      by Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, FSC 
 
All: Lord Jesus, thank you for your call to build your Kingdom through the Lasallian charism. Open 
our heart to hope and help us to understand the privileged moment that we live today. Grant that 
we Brothers and Lay partners be capable of continuing the work started by our Founder, St. John 
Baptist de La Salle, for the youth and specially those who need us most; with deep faith and ardent 
zeal.  
 
Grant us many vocations of Brothers and Lay partners who announce a promising future. That, 
rather than being excessively concerned by survival, we may with your grace, put all our effort, in 
continuing to be instruments of salvation for the world. 
 

Saint John Baptist de La Salle… Pray for us! 
Live Jesus in our Hearts… Forever! 


