
LORD, GRANT US PEACE!
Comfort one another; agree with one another, live in peace;                                         

and the God of love and peace will be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11!!
PRESENCE OF GOD!

Rejoice and be glad for we are the daughters and sons of the loving God         
Who created us and continually walks with us and holds us in the palm of His 
hand. Let us be aware of His presence throughout every moment of the day.!
PSALM 85                                                                                                                           
1. The Lord speaks of peace to His people. 
I will hear what God proclaims; 
the Lord–for He proclaims peace  
to His people, and to His faithful ones, 
and to those who put in Him their hope.                                                                          !
2. The Lord speaks of peace to His people. 
Kindness and truth shall meet; 
justice and peace shall kiss. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth, 
and justice shall look down from heaven.!
All: The Lord speaks of peace to His people. 
The Lord Himself will give His benefits; 
our land shall yield its increase. 
Justice shall walk before Him, 
and salvation, along the way of His steps. 
The Lord speaks of peace to His people.!
GOD’S WORD TO US TODAY: Matthew 5: 43-48                                                                
Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be known as the Children of God. But 
I say to you that hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To those who strike you on 
the cheek, offer the other also, and from those who take away your cloak, do not 
withhold your coat as well. Give to everyone who begs from you, and of those who 
take away your goods, do not ask them again. And as you wish that others would 
do to you, do so to them. The Good News of the Lord!                                                                                !
OUR RESPONSE                                                                                                                                          
- Great God, Who has told us "Vengeance is mine," 
save us from ourselves, save us from the vengeance in our hearts and the acid in 
our souls.                                                                                                                                                             !
- Save us from our desire to hurt as we have been hurt, 
to punish as we have been punished,                                                                               



to terrorize as we have been terrorized. 
- Give us the strength it takes to listen rather than to judge, 
to trust rather than to fear, to try again and again  
to make peace even when peace eludes us. 
- We ask, O God, for the grace to be our best selves. 
We ask for the vision to be builders of the human community 
rather than its destroyers. We ask for the humility as a people  
to understand the fears and hopes of other peoples. 
- We ask for the love it takes to bequeath to the children of the world to come, 
more than the failures of our own making. 
- We ask for the heart it takes to care for all the peoples of the world: 
of Afghanistan Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, of Palestine, Israel  
of the Ukraine and Russia as well as for ourselves.                                                                                                                          
- Give us the depth of soul, O God, to constrain our might, 
to resist the temptations of power to refuse to attack the attackable, 
to understand that vengeance begets violence, 
and to bring peace--not war--wherever we go.                                                               
- For You, O God, have been merciful to us. 
For You, O God, have been patient with us. 
For You, O God, have been gracious to us. 
- And so may we be merciful  
and patient  
and gracious 
and trusting  
with these others whom You also love. 
This we ask through Jesus, the One without vengeance in His heart. 
This we ask forever and ever. Amen                                                                                              
- Sister Joan Chittister - Benedictine Sisters of Erie!
PRAYER!
Fountain of Everlasting Peace and Healing Balm,!
Wash over our wounds of war, violence, and hatred.!
Scrub clean the stains that destroy the fabric of God’s love and peace.!
Let peace grow in our hearts!
As seeds for a new era,!
Birthing the song of non-violence!
Which blesses our world with God’s peace.!
Amen.!!

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.!


