PRAYERS FOR USE BY TEACHERS
    - for personal prayer

    - for times when staff pray together

    - for inclusion on staff or parental briefings/newsletters....
    - for certain occasions e.g. sickness, death, Leavers’ Presentation.... 
CALLING TO MIND GOD’S PRESENCE
1  - GP - Two or three gathered

2 - GP - The Presence of God

3 - GP - In God’s Presence
OFFERING
4 - O - The Grail Prayer

5 - O - A morning offering

6 - O - Prayer of a teacher before school

7 - O - “Success” and “failure”

8 - O - Wisdom, talents, service
FOR OUR STUDENTS
9 - S - That our young people may grow

10 - S - To have vision and be discerning

11 - S - Growing in faith, confidence, and respect of others

12 - S - Self-esteem and self-confidence

13 - S - Difficulties in relating

14 - S - A student in difficulty

15 - S - Praying spontaneously with an individual

16 - S - Blessings of knowledge, wisdom and compassion

17 - S - A blessing for students

18 - S - A teacher’s night prayer

FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
19 - ST - Loving ourselves and others

20 - ST - Learning alongside the young

21 - ST - For our school community

22 - ST - Growing together in Jesus

23 - ST - The treasures we have been given; bringing out the best in one another

24 - ST - Treating with respect, care and understanding

25 - ST - Promoting all that is life-giving

26 - ST - Comparing self not with others but with my own potential
FOR OURSELVES AS TEACHERS
27 - T - Called to holiness

28 - T - For discernment

29 - T - Loving words

30 - T - Encouraging others

31 - T - How I might live

32 - T - To love and care

33 - T - Touching hearts

34 - T - Remembered for our attitude

35 - T - Jesus, my teacher

36 - T - “Let the children come to me”?

37 - T - Have I missed out?

38 - T - Without you we can do nothing

39 - T - “What do you want me to do for you?”

40 - T - Living this day

41 - T - Balance in my life

42 - T - Feeling weak

43 - T - Low moments

44 - T - Kindness and courage

45 - T - Priorities, and support of others

46 - T - Thanks for someone’s support

47 - T - Those who look for the best in me

48 - T - Appreciating each other as teachers

FOR CERTAIN OCCASIONS
49 - FCO - At the start of the term/half-term

50 - FCO - At the end of the term/half-term

51 - FCO - First assembly of Year 7 at the start of the new year:     
 (a) Introduction;    

(b) Prayer by teachers for the new students;   

(c) Prayer by new students;    

(d) Blessing by the teachers
52 - FCO - Work Experience

53 - FCO - Exams

54 - FCO - Time of Reports / Before a Parents’ Evening

55 - FCO - Leavers’ Day / Certificate Presentation Evening / Graduation

56 - FCO - Prayer at Governors’ Meetings

57 - FCO - Before an Inspection (OFSTED)

58 - FCO - Sports Day

59 - FCO - Justice and Peace

60 - FCO - Living simply

61 - FCO - My small sacrifice

62 - FCO - Those who are sick, afraid, worried

63 - FCO - In your own way, Lord

64 - FCO - The one you love is ill

65 - FCO - For someone who has died

66 - FCO - The deceased and those who mourn

67 - FCO - For someone whose relative/friend has died

68 - FCO - For those about to be confirmed

69 - FCO - General election / for the government

70 - FCO - Welcome to a civic dignitary
GP  -  CALLING TO MIND GOD’S PRESENCE 

1 - GP    
TWO OR THREE GATHERED
Lord Jesus, you promised

    that when two or three

    would get together in your name

    then you would be present with them.

May your Spirit

    lead us to grow more aware

    of your presence in our lives

    today and every day. Amen.  

2 - GP     
THE PRESENCE OF GOD
Let us remember 

that we are in the presence of God.

And let us adore him.

3 - GP

IN GOD'S PRESENCE
Lord Jesus,

   help me to grow more aware

   of your life‑giving presence,

   so that my attitude 

   and words and actions

   may better reflect yours.

Enable me to live in such a way today

   that, however dimly, 

   others may see you in me.  Amen.

O   -   OFFERING
4 - 0    
THE GRAIL PRAYER
Lord Jesus,

   I give you my hands - to do your work.

I give you my feet - to go your way.

I give you my eyes - to see as you do.

I give you my tongue - to speak your words.

I give you my mind 

    - that you may think in me.

I give you my spirit 

    - that you may pray in me.

Above all, I give you my heart

   that you may love, in me,

   your Father and all mankind.

I give you my whole self

   that you may grow in me,

   so that it is you, Lord Jesus,

   who live and work and pray in me.  Amen.

5 - 0

A MORNING OFFERING
 God our Father, open our eyes

    to the splendour of your creation,

    to the dignity of those 

    who are made 

    in your image and likeness,

    and to the opportunities each day brings.

 Create new miracles this day

    that, transformed by your Spirit 

    living within us, 

    we may touch the hearts 

    of those you have entrusted to us.

 Help us all 

    to walk more faithfully in your presence

    and seek first your kingdom, 

    with Jesus your Son.  Amen.

6 - 0

PRAYER OF A TEACHER
BEFORE SCHOOL
 Lord, you are my patience, my strength,

    my light and my counsel.

 You guide me in what I have to say

    to my students,

 and you make them responsive

    to my words.

 Be with them and with me

    at all times.

 Give me ‑ for their sake ‑

    a share in the gifts of your Holy Spirit:

    of wisdom, understanding,

    counsel, courage,

    knowledge,

    filial devotion to you,

    and a desire not to displease you.

 Increase my faith

    and give me enthusiasm

    to build your kingdom. Amen.

7 - 0

“SUCCESS” AND “FAILURE”
Father,

   into your hands we place our successes.

Into your hands we also place our failures,

   and we pray that, through your Spirit,

   we may face the challenges of life

   with courage and determination.

Help us to think anew

   and see things more broadly

   than in terms of “success”

   and “failure”,

   but focus more on “faithfulness”.

Lead us always to trust

   and place ourselves confidently 

   in your hands.

Amen.  
8 - 0

WISDOM, TALENTS, SERVICE, PRIORITIES
 Lord, you have enriched our lives 

    in many ways.

 Give us this day

    the wisdom to recognise

    which things are important

    and which things are not.

 Show us how best

    to use the time and talents 

    you have given us.

 Help us to use all opportunities wisely

    that we may give in service to others

    the good gifts 

    we have received from you.

Amen.

S  -  FOR OUR STUDENTS
9 - S

THAT OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

MAY GROW
Father,

   preserve in our young people

   a sense of wonder at the marvels of life.

Bless them, 

   that they may grow in your love

   and in concern and service 

   for the good of others.

Teach them to discern good from evil

   that they may grow 

   in integrity of character,

   and develop a true sense of values

   through following Jesus, 

   your Son and our Brother.  Amen.

10 - S

TO HAVE VISION AND BE DISCERNING
God our Father, our young people 

   are surrounded with advertising

   in magazines, on the streets,

   on TV and on the Internet,

   all trying to convince them

   of ways of enjoying themselves

   and being more likeable

   and achieving lasting happiness 

   and fulfilment.

We ask you to help our young people

   to see clearly and be discerning,

   making wise choices 

   and balanced judgements. Amen.

11 - S

GROWING IN FAITH, CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT OF OTHERS
God our Father,

   enable our young people

   to live the vision

   that you have for each of them,

   and lead them to grow in confidence

   in who they are,

   and in the faith

   that you call each of them by name.

Show them how to live in such a way

   that they respect and accept others

   for who they are.

Inspire them

   to be generous in praising other people

   and in showing appreciation

   for the efforts and achievements 

   of others.

Amen.

12 - S

SELF-ESTEEM AND SELF-CONFIDENCE
God our Father,

   may the care we express as teachers

   confirm for the young people

   their own value,

   so that they may they be helped

   to feel good about themselves

   and grow

   in self-esteem and self-confidence.

Inspire them to use well

   their education

   and all the challenges and opportunities

   that come to them.

Lead them to grow in thankfulness

   for all that they are,

   for all that they receive,

   and for the people

   who are a positive influence

   in their lives. Amen.
13 - S

DIFFICULTIES IN RELATING
 Lord,

    I can't seem to get anywhere with Jenny
    ‑ nor she with me.

 I must admit 

    that I don't find much 

    that is likeable in her,

    and I'm sure that she doesn't see 

    anything likeable in me.

 I need the gifts of your Spirit

    to help me to look on her 

    as you look on her,

    to be patient,

    to show the better side of my nature,

    and to be able to trust 

    that, whilst nothing good 

    might seem to come at present,

    something may bear fruit 

    in months or years to come.

 I need your Spirit

    that I may never say or do anything

    which I would regret later.

 May more of your attitude 

    shine through me this day.  Amen.

14 - S

A STUDENT IN DIFFICULTY
Loving Father, 

   we read that you treasure

   and hold a special place

   for each and every person,

   as though only that one individual exists.

And so I thank you for ______  

    who is very close to you,

    even though she may not realise it.

Help her to overcome the difficulties 

    she finds in school.  

Break down the barriers 

    that are keeping  her
    from making good progress.  

Clear her mind 

    so that she can concentrate 

    and work to the best of her ability.  

Give me wisdom, 

    patience and understanding, 

    so that I may lead her forward.  

Inspire me 

    to promote the best in her
    and give praise and encouragement, 

    that she may feel confident 

    in my care and concern.

Amen.

15 - S

PRAYING SPONTANEOUSLY

WITH AN INDIVIDUAL
  (example, praying to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit:)
 Father, you have made Michael
    in your own image and likeness,

    and when you look at him
    you look on him with great love.

 From all time 

    you have had him in mind

    and you call him by his name.

 At Jesus' baptism in the River Jordan

    you were heard to say:  

    "This is my well‑loved Son."
 And I thank you, Father,

    that, today,

    you speak in the same way 

    to Michael as well:

    that he is your son 

    whom you love so much....

 Lord Jesus, you said

    that when two or three 

    get together in your name

    then you would be with them,

 and I thank you, Lord,

    that you are with us both now....

 When you walked around Galilee

    you saw people 

    who were ill or in difficulty,

    and you brought 

       peace and healing to them.

 I ask you today 

    to stretch out your hand 

    and touch Michael

    in the way that you know is best....

 Holy Spirit,

    you give help and strength

    that enables people

    to make good progress.

 I ask today

    that you live fully in ______,

    enabling him to live

    as the person you are calling him to be.

 Bless him with your gifts

    of wisdom, knowledge and understanding,

    that he may come to appreciate

    himself and others more fully....

16 - S
BLESSINGS OF KNOWLEDGE, WISDOM AND COMPASSION
Lord, 

   we ask for your blessing

   on all the young people

   entrusted to our care.

We ask you to give them

   the gifts of knowledge and wisdom

   and understanding.

What we pray for,

   may they be determined to work at,

   so that they develop

   an open mind,

   a thirst for knowledge,

   and a wisdom that makes good use

   of their knowledge and experience.

We know that any gifts are useless

   without compassion and concern 

   for others,

   and so we ask you 

   to inspire our young people

   to live a life for others

   that is worthwhile

Amen.

17 - S

A BLESSING FOR STUDENTS
May the Lord bless you in the years ahead

   and inspire you

   to be positive in your attitude,

   faithful in loving

   and generous in the service of others.

May you learn from the difficulties

   that you will face,

   and so grow in wisdom and understanding 

   and in compassion for others.

 May you be patient

   and forgiving in your relationships.

May you live in such a way

   that the words “thanks” and “sorry”

   come readily to you.

May you retain

   a sense of wonder and awe,

   and may you grow as the person

   God calls you to be. Amen.

18 - S

A TEACHER'S NIGHT PRAYER
 Lord,

   I pray your blessing

   on all the young people

   you have entrusted to my care.

 As they sleep, Lord,

   may they be refreshed for tomorrow,

   healed of hurts,

   soothed from fears,

   and secure in the wealth of your love.

 Amen.

ST  -  FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
19 - ST

LOVING OURSELVES AND OTHERS
Father,

enable us to see and love

ourselves and others

as you see and love us,

and so may we grow in the image and likeness

of Jesus your Son and our Brother. Amen.

20 - ST

LEARNING

ALONGSIDE THE YOUNG
 Lord, inspire us

    to learn alongside the young people 

    you have entrusted to our care.

May all that we learn together today

    draw us closer to one another

    and to you. Amen. 

21 - ST

FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
 Father,

    we thank you for our school community,

    knowing that 

    we can learn from each other

    and grow in faith.

 We pray for all involved in our school

    that all of us may grow

    as the people you call us to be.

Amen.
22 - ST

GROWING TOGETHER IN JESUS
 Father,

    we ask for your blessing

    on all who are involved in our school.

 May your Spirit inspire us

    to follow your Way together,

    discover your Truth together,

    and grow together 

    in the fullness of Life

    offered by Jesus your Son.

Amen.

23 - ST

THE TREASURES WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN;  BRINGING OUT THE BEST IN ONE ANOTHER
God our Father, in saying

   that you have written our names

   on the palm of your hands,

   you are telling us that each person

   is unique and special to you.

We pray for students and staff

   that we may all discover in ourselves  

   the treasures you have given us,

   and develop and put to good use

   the qualities we hold in trust from you.

We pray

   and commit ourselves today, Father,

   to promote goodness and happiness,

   by treating others

   with respect

   and care and understanding.

So may we help

   to bring out the best in one another.

Amen.

24 - ST

TREATING WITH RESPECT, CARE AND UNDERSTANDING
Lord Jesus, we ask for

   the life and power of your Spirit

   in our school,

   so that adults and young people alike

   may always see the need

   to treat others generously,

   with respect and courtesy

   and care and understanding.

As you cured people who were blind,

   lead us to focus on the positive 

   rather than the negative,

   so that we may all 

   bring out the best in one another.

Amen.

25 - ST
PROMOTING ALL THAT IS LIFE-GIVING
Lord Jesus,

give us the power and life of your Spirit

that we may live more fully

and may more readily

promote all that is life-giving

in the young people

who are entrusted to our care.

Amen.

26 - ST

COMPARING SELF NOT WITH OTHERS BUT WITH MY OWN POTENTIAL
Lord, may each of our students

   respond well to your invitation

   to live fully

   and make the best use

   of their skills and talents.

Show them that rather than 

   draw comparisons with others,

   each person

   is called to look at their own potential.

Inspire all of us to be generous

   in praising others

   for the good use of their abilities

   - looking not so much 

   at the degree of achievement

   but at the effort put in.

Amen.

T - FOR OURSELVES AS TEACHERS
27 - T

CALLED TO HOLINESS
 Lord, you call us by name,

    and you call us to holiness

    as you did    (e.g. patron saint of school).

 We ask you to fill us with your Spirit

    so that we, too,

    may reflect the life of your Son

    in our thoughts and attitude

    and in our words and actions.

 Lead us to grow more aware

    of your presence in our lives,

    and empower us to bring 

    the good news of your love and salvation

    to all those you have entrusted to us.

Amen.

28 - T

FOR DISCERNMENT
 Grant us, O Lord,

    to know what is worth knowing,

    to love what is worth loving,

    to praise what delights you most,

    to value what is precious in your sight,

    and to hate what is offensive to you.

 Do not let us judge by what we see,

    nor pass sentence

    according to what we hear,

    but to judge rightly

    between things that differ. Amen.

 
(Thomas à Kempis: 1380‑1471)
29 - T

LOVING WORDS
 Lord,

 may the words we use

 today and every day

 be words of kindness,

 words of humour and goodwill:

 words that come from the overflowing 

 of a loving heart. Amen.

30 - T

ENCOURAGING OTHERS
Lord, we ask you to inspire us

to encourage others today

in our attitude and words and actions.

Amen.

31 - T

HOW I MIGHT LIVE
 Lord, give me patience and tolerance 

    with everyone.

 Lead me to be kind and generous 

    to everyone,

 and keep me cheerful 

    for the sake of everyone.

Amen.

32 - T

TO LOVE AND CARE
 God our Father,

    help us to appreciate

    that those you have entrusted to us

    are your sons and daughters.

 Inspire us to take even more care 

    over their education

    than if they were the children of a king.

 Help us to show, 

    by the care we take of them,

    that we have a real love for them,

    a great tenderness towards them.

 May we show much kindness,

    and may love guide us in all our actions.

 Inspire us 

    to build on the affection 

    that the young people have for us

    to guide them to you.  Amen.


(Phrased from words of John Baptist De La Salle, the patron saint of teachers)
33 - T

TOUCHING HEARTS
 Father, teach us

    to help young people

    to appreciate their own worth.

 Enable us to touch their hearts

    and empower us 

    to reveal your love for them.

 Inspire us to support and encourage

    and build others up.

 Help us to follow Christ our Teacher,

    and be credible witnesses of your love.  

       Amen.

34 - T

REMEMBERED FOR OUR ATTITUDE
Lord,

    most of us

    will not become well-known

    or be written about

    because of great achievements,

    but we will be remembered

    for our attitude towards individuals.

Inspire us, Lord, to live in your presence

    so that we may transform this day

    by being positive in attitude,

    looking for the best

    in people and situations.

Amen.

35 - T

JESUS, MY TEACHER
Jesus, my Teacher,

   I come to you today to learn;

   teach me how to follow you, Lord.

When I speak too much,

   teach me to listen to your words.

When I worry about

   the things in my life,

   teach me always to trust in you.

When I cannot sense

   that you are present with me,

   teach me never to give up hope.

Jesus, Bread of Life,

   my Shepherd and Friend,

   pick me up when I fall down;

   reach out to me when I am sinking;

   hold me when I am lost.

Jesus, be part of my dreams for the future:

   be a part of my life-story;

   be a part of the story of our school.

In our friendship - Jesus, be with us.

In our failures - Jesus, be with us.

In our successes - Jesus, be with us.

At all moments - walk beside us.

Teach us your ways, Lord.

Teach us to be faithful.

Teach us

   to treasure our friendship with you.

Amen. 




(G.Gamble)
36 - T

"LET THE CHILDREN

COME TO ME"?
 Were you joking, Lord,

    when you set a child in front of adults

    and told them to become as children?

 Some of the young people 

    I have been with recently

    lead me to be glad

    that there will be "many mansions" 

    in your kingdom,

    and that we are likely 

    to be in different ones!

 When I feel cynical or pessimistic, Lord,

    do help me to be more balanced

    in the way I look at people.

 I need to stop judging, 

    and stop jumping to conclusions,

    that I may better love others 

    in the same generous, 

    unprejudiced and even-handed way 

    that you love me.

 Help me to be more appreciative 

    of all that is good 

    in every person and in every situation

    ‑ especially when times are difficult.

Amen.

37 - T

HAVE I MISSED OUT?
 Lord,

    sometimes I look at others

    and feel a little jealous 

    of their talents and abilities.

 Sometimes I regret 

    having missed 

    the opportunities that others have had.

 Being with others

    sometimes makes me feel more lonely

    because I feel less "fulfilled"

    than they seem to be.

 Melt in my heart, Lord,

    any feelings of bitterness or ill‑will,

    and inspire me 

    to be generous and positive,

    that I may be better able 

    to see the good in others.

 Help me to develop 

    my own talents and abilities,

    and praise others 

    for the good use of theirs.

 Lead me to appreciate people more 

     for who they are.  Amen.

38 - T

WITHOUT YOU

WE CAN DO NOTHING
 Lord, we call to mind

    the words of the psalmist:

"If the Lord does not build the house,

    then it is in vain that its builders work.

 If the Lord does not watch over the city,

    it is in vain that a watchman keeps vigil.

 In vain is your earlier rising,

    your going later to rest,

    you who toil for what you eat,

    whilst God pours out his gifts 

    on those who are close to him

    whilst they are sleep."
 And we recall, Lord,

    that your disciples worked all night

    but caught no fish

    until you came among them.

 Inspire and enable us, Lord,

    to live in your presence

    and bear fruit in plenty,

    knowing that, cut off from you,

    we can do nothing. Amen.


(Ps 126/127;  Lk 55, Jn 213;  Jn 155)
39 - T

“WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO FOR YOU?”
Lord Jesus, we read in the gospel

    that you spoke individually to many people

    and said:

“Be cured”;
Lk 513
“Get up and walk”;
Lk 524
“What do you want me 

    to do for you?”;
Mt 2032
“Of course I want to cure you: 


    be healed”;
Mt 83
“Let what you want 

    be done for you”;
Mt 929
“Receive your sight”;
Lk 1842
“Receive back your hearing”;
Mk 734
“Young man, arise”;
Lk 715
“Go, your son will live”;
Jn 450
“Go, your faith has saved you.”
Mk 1052
Knowing that you are present in our midst,

    we ask you today

    to touch each one of us individually

    and fulfil our deep-felt needs

    and bring us your healing.

Amen.  

40 - T

 LIVING THIS DAY
 God our Father,

    lead us to find enjoyment and fulfilment 

    in our lives today,

    in all the circumstances 

    in which you place us,

    and with the people 

    whom you entrust to us.

 Inspire us 

    to seek first your kingdom,

    live joyfully in your presence,

    and grow in your image and likeness.

 Empower us with your Spirit

    that we may transform ordinary lives

    and be credible witnesses of your love.

Amen.

41 - T

BALANCE IN MY LIFE
God our Father,

   lead me to grow in faith

   and keep a healthy balance in my life.

Remind me that I need to 

   give time and space for myself

   as well as for others.

Inspire me 

   to remaining committed in my work,

   sharing quality time with my family,

   and enjoying 

   sufficient rest and recreation.

Amen.

42 - T

 FEELING WEAK
 Lord, you know 

    I'm not in the best of form today.

 No longer do I feel your inspiration.

 In my weakness

    I pray for all the people

    I will meet during this day.

 As your ambassador, I am concerned 

    that I might present 

    a distorted image of you.

 So be with me, Lord.

 Be the strength in my weakness,

    and give me some inspiration

    and some enthusiasm

    that I may bring your Good News of love

    to those whom I will meet today.    

Amen.

43 - T

THE LOW MOMENTS OF THE DAY
Father,

   when things are not going well,

   touch the hearts of all of us,

   that we may see the best in each other.

Alert me

   to different approaches I might take

   and remind me 

   to remain positive in attitude,

   treating others with respect.

When things are going well,

   prevent me feeling smug

   or better than someone else,

   and remind me then

   how important it is

   for us to work together

   and support one another.

Amen.

44 - T
KINDNESS AND COURAGE
Lord, I ask you to help me

to show kindness in another’s trouble,

and courage in my own.
(phrased from words of Princess Diana)
45 - T

PRIORITIES, AND SUPPORT OF OTHERS
In times of difficulty, Lord,

   inspire us to get our priorities right

   and support others

   with the same care and concern

   that we would like to experience ourselves.

May we learn the lesson

   that as we encourage and support others,

   our own generosity returns to us

   and builds us up

   in times of difficulty.

Amen.

46 - T

THANKS

FOR SOMEONE'S SUPPORT
 Thanks, Lord, 

    for the support given me today.

 I wasn't at my best,

    and just spending time having a chat

    left me brighter 

    and a little more energetic.

 Thanks for all those

    who are ready to give encouragement.

 Help me to look outward

    and offer more support to others.

 Help me to live positively and cheerfully

    and make the best of each day.

Amen.

47 - T

THOSE WHO LOOK FOR

THE BEST IN ME
 Lord, I give thanks

    for those who look for the best in me

    and for all whose hearts touch mine

    in love and kindness,

    in encouragement and support.

 I place in your care

    those through whom you minister to me.

 Bless them 

    and fill their lives with your love.

Amen.

48 - T

APPRECIATING EACH OTHER AS TEACHERS
 Lord,

    we ask for your Spirit

    that, as teachers,

    we may minister to each other

    as well as to the young people 

    you have entrusted to us.

 Lead us to grow 

    in appreciation of one another,

    in acceptance and support,

    and with understanding and generosity.

 Help us to grow in awareness 

    of the feelings and needs of others,

    and inspire us to look beyond ourselves

    in offering kindness and hospitality 

    to others. Amen.

FCO  - FOR CERTAIN OCCASIONS
49 - FCO

AT THE START

OF THE TERM/HALF‑TERM
 Father,

    at the start of the new term/half‑term

    we remember the love of our families

    and the companionship and support 

    of colleagues.

 We rejoice that you have entrusted us 

    with the education and care 

    of young people,

    and have called us to help others to grow 

    in your image and likeness.

 Empower us to bring out the best in others

    and express appreciation

    to all who encourage us 

    and bring us new life.

 Inspire us to be positive in attitude,

    encouraging in words,

    and loving in actions.  Amen.

50 - FCO

AT THE END

OF THE TERM/HALF‑TERM
 Loving Father,

    as we come to the end 

    of another term/half‑term

    we turn to you in confidence

    and place any difficult relationships

    into the healing hands of Jesus, your Son.

 Enable us to leave behind

    any pain of the past 

    and any regrets or bitterness,

    entrusting the past to your mercy,

    the present to your love,

    and the future to your providence.     

 Help us appreciate more

    the need to keep a good balance 

    in our lives.

 May the holiday be for us 

    a time of rest and recreation

    to help restore us 

    and re‑create us 

    in your image and likeness,

    as we enjoy

    more of the love and presence

    of our families,

    on whom we ask your blessing.  Amen.

51 - FCO

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF YEAR 7

AT THE START OF THE NEW YEAR
For the following four prayers/reflections, all the teachers of the school may be invited to stand in front of the students or, if there is a possibility of that appearing intimidating, they could sit or stand at right-angles to the body of students, with only the Head/Assistant Head of Year and the Form Tutors standing at the front.

It can leave a lasting impression on the young people if staff are invited to join in the second and the final prayer. It is advisable to have the four prayers printed out for both students and staff to follow, rather than having them on an overhead transparency. It is necessary to give clear information in advance to all the staff.
a)  Introduction
 I am pleased to welcome each person today

    as a full member of ______.

 Many of us 

    who have been at ______ for some time

    believe in our hearts 

    that Jesus

    is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

 As you grow to maturity in your years here

    and come to make 

    more and more choices for yourself,

    we would like ‑ alongside your families ‑

    to help you to come to know 

    that Jesus is calling you,

    so that you can choose for yourself

    to accept his invitation and follow him.

(The source of this first reflection is unknown.

The name of the school should be inserted.)
b)   Prayer by teachers

     in front of the new students
 Father,

    we pray your blessing

    on all these young people

    whom you call by name

    and entrust to our care.

 May they grow in knowledge and wisdom

   in faith and understanding,

   showing care and concern for others.

       Amen.

c)   Prayer by new students
 Father,

   we ask you to bless us

   as we take a new step in our lives today.

 Keep in us 

   a sense of wonder at the marvels of life.

 Help us to be keen 

   to explore the world of knowledge,

   and help us to use our talents well.

 Bless us 

   that we may grow strong in your love,

   and in concern 

   for the good of all people.

 May we learn from each other

   and grow in friendship

   with Jesus, your Son and our Brother.

       Amen.

d)  Blessing by the teachers: 
 I thank my God for you

   every time I think of you,

   and every time I pray for you

   I pray with joy.

 I pray that your love 

   will keep on growing,

   because God loves you

   and calls you by your name.

 May you grow in his love.  Amen
       
 (from St Paul: Philippians 1)
(Alternative prayers in place of (d) that could be used or adapted, would be:
11,12,16,17,20-24,26)
52 - FCO
WORK EXPERIENCE
Lord Jesus,

   Carpenter of Nazareth,

   we pray today

   for those on Work Experience

   that they will discover  

   more of the responsibilities 

   as well as the opportunities

   of adult life.

May they value the qualities

   of commitment and punctuality.

May they appreciate the need

   to respect and be courteous 

   to each person,

   and build on their skills 

   of relating and working with others.

May their experiences lead them 

   to gain a wider perspective on life,

   a greater tolerance 

   and understanding of others,

   and a determination

   to be faithful to themselves 

   and do what is right.

Amen.


(Could also adapt 58 re Sport)
53 - FCO


EXAMS
Lord, we pray for those about to sit exams,

   that they may remain calm and at peace

   so that they may be able

   to make the best use

   of their talents 

   and the study they have done

   and the education they have been given.

Let nothing prevent them

   from doing as well as they deserve,

   and may they be ready

   to support and encourage one another.

For our own talents

   and the education and support 

   that we receive,

   we give thanks. Amen.

54 - FCO

TIME OF REPORTS / BEFORE A PARENTS’ EVENING
God our Father,

   (making out reports  / Parents’ Evening)
   comes round quickly - too quickly

   and, yet again,

   there are pressures of time

   and other commitments.

Inspire me now and always

   to be fair in the comments I make

   - whether spoken or written.

If criticism needs to be made,

   may it never be of individuals themselves

   but only of their attitude or behaviour.

Let me not judge others or criticise them

   either for the faults that I have myself

   or if, on my part,

   I have not contributed  positively enough.

Keep my mind focussed,

   that I may always look to the positive

   and so help to bring out the best

   in each person.

Amen.

55 - FCO

LEAVERS’ DAY/ CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION EVENING / GRADUATION

God our Father,

   we can look back over the last few years

   and recall the friendships 

   that have formed,

   and the good relationships 

   that have developed.

We give thanks 

   for all who have enriched our lives 

   in various ways:

   at home, in school,

   in church, and in the local community.

We are conscious too, Father,

   of mistakes that have been made

   and relationships that have gone sour.

We ask for healing

   of what has been negative in the past, 

   as we place ourselves into your hands.

Inspire us in the years ahead 

   to live in such a way

   that we readily apologise

   when things go wrong,

   as well as 

   expressing thanks and encouragement

   to those who are a part of our lives.

We give thanks, Father,

   for the gifts and talents and skills

   you have given to each one of us.

We think of people

   who may have received less than others

   but have made much of themselves.

We remember, too,

   those who have overcome 

   great difficulties,

   and all who have inspired us

   because they have given of their best.

In giving thanks 

   for what has been in the past,

   we ask for your blessing 

   on our present and future.

We pray for wisdom 

   in setting our priorities

   and in making our choices,

   that we may live fully

   and make our part of the world 

   a better place

   because of the care and compassion

   that we will bring to it.

We give thanks today

   and we commit ourselves

   to be people who act justly,

   love tenderly 

   and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.


(The last three lines: cf Micah 68)
56 - FCO

PRAYER AT GOVERNORS’ MEETINGS
God our Father,

   we bring before you

   the young people entrusted to our care

   as parents, teachers and governors.

We pray for all members 

   of our school community

   that we may work together

   to bring out the best in one another,

   and develop a true sense of values

   through following Jesus,

   your Son and our Brother. Amen.

57 - FCO
BEFORE AN INSPECTION
God our Father,

   we have many thoughts and feelings

   as the time of Inspection approaches.

We pray 

   that all that is good about our school

   may be appreciated,

   and that everyone may be seen

   as they give of their best.

May the quality of relationships

   be evident,

   and the respect that is given to individuals.

May this time remind us

   to value all the more

   our need to work together

   and support and encourage one another.

Amen.
58 - FCO

SPORTS DAY
Lord our God,

   may the playing and the watching of sport

   remind our young people

   of some of the qualities needed 

   for daily life:

   - to use well their skills and talents;

   - to grow in respect for other people

   and value the good use that others make

   of different skills and abilities;

  - to learn to work well with others,

   appreciating that each 

   has their own part to play.

Bless them with good health

   and a readiness to learn

   from life’s experiences

   of mistakes and “failure” and “success”.

May they develop the qualities 

   of fairness and generosity,

   of being positive and enthusiastic, 

   of having clear goals in mind.

Inspire all of us to be committed

   to become more fully alive

   so that each of us - working together -

   may help to build up your Kingdom.

Amen. 

59 - FCO

JUSTICE AND PEACE
 Lord, we remember before you

    all our brothers and sisters

    who are weighed down with suffering.

 Bless and guide us

    that your love may be reflected

    in our concern for the hungry, 

    the oppressed and the unloved.

 Help us to acknowledge

    and grow in appreciation

    that all people are made 

    in your image and likeness.

Amen.

60 - FCO

LIVING SIMPLY
 Lord, may we who have plenty

    live simply

    so that others may simply live.

Amen.

61 - FCO

MY SMALL SACRIFICE
 Lord, as many human hands

    transform many grains of wheat 

    into a loaf of bread,

    so may our small sacrifices

    help towards the building up 

    of our human family.

 We ask this through Jesus,

    who is our brother,

    and who fed the hungry.  Amen.

62 - FCO

THOSE WHO ARE SICK, AFRAID, WORRIED
 Lord Jesus,

    we ask you to bring your healing touch

    to those whom we know

    to be sick, afraid, or worried.   

 Bring them your peace and healing.  

       Amen.

63 - FCO

IN YOUR OWN WAY, LORD
 Lord Jesus,

    we ask you to touch Jenny
    and bring her healing

    in your own way.  Amen.

64 - FCO

THE ONE YOU LOVE IS ILL
 Lord, as your friend Lazarus lay ill,

    others remarked to you

    that "the one you love is ill."
 People said: "See his love for him."
 Today, Lord Jesus,

    we pray for ______

    because he ‑ the one you love ‑ is ill.

 We ask you to bring 

    your healing and peace

    to him and his family.  Amen.

(re ‘Lazarus’, see John 11)
65 - FCO
FOR SOMEONE WHO HAS DIED
Loving Father,

   to you the dead do not die

   and, in death, our life is changed

   - not ended.

We believe that all that binds us together

   in love and friendship

   does not end with death.

Hear our prayers for _____

   who has died.

As you have made each of us

   in your image and likeness

   and have called us by name,

   hold him/her safely in your love

   in your kingdom

   of light, happiness and peace.

Amen.

66 - FCO

FOR THE DECEASED AND THOSE WHO MOURN
 Father,

    your Son declared "blessed" 

    all those who mourn,

    knowing that no‑one can mourn

    unless they love very much.

 Bring courage and strength

    to those who now mourn 

    because they have loved greatly.

 In your loving kindness 

    bring them healing and inner peace,

    and lead the one they mourn

    into your kingdom 

    of light, happiness, and peace.  Amen.

67 - FCO

FOR SOMEONE WHOSE RELATIVE/FRIEND HAS DIED
Lord Jesus, you tell us

   that those who mourn are “blessed”,

   knowing that only those

   who love greatly

   can mourn.

We know, too,

   that it is better

   to have loved and lost someone

   than never to have loved at all.

Be with ______

   and may the members of his/her family

   be strengthened,

   knowing that others care for them

   and hold them in prayer. Amen.




(Insert the name of the one whose relative/friend has died)
68 - FCO

FOR THOSE ABOUT TO BE CONFIRMED
Father,

   we bring before you

   those about to be confirmed.

We ask that the power of the Holy Spirit

   may be in their lives

   so that they may live fully with his gifts

   of wisdom and understanding,

   of knowledge and good judgment,

   of courage and reverence,

   and of wonder and awe in your Presence.

Inspire them to live their faith

   in a genuine and credible way,

   and grow as the people

   you call them to be.

Amen.

69 - FCO

GENERAL ELECTION / GOVERNMENT
God our Father,

   (as our General Election approaches)
   we pray for all

   who (are/will be)  

   in positions of leadership

   in our country.

We pray that they may live

   as people of integrity and honesty,

   growing in a sense

   of duty and responsibility,

   always being aware of the needy

   and ready to be of service to others.

We pray for ourselves,

   that the Holy Spirit

   may inspire and empower us

   so that our attitude may reflect

   the values of the gospel.

Amen.

70 - FCO

WELCOME TO A CIVIC DIGNITARY
1   Mister Mayor,

       we would like to welcome you

       to our school

       which is named after

       ______, (Saint or person)
       who ________ 
       (did what? Patron saint of?)
2   Through you

       we would like to thank

       __________ Education Authority

       who have helped to support our school.

    We appreciate our attractive buildings,

       but we trust

       that we may value each other even more.

3   We are determined

       to look for all that is good

       in people and situations

       as we seek 

       to understand and appreciate

       ourselves and others.

4   We are committed 

       to discover and develop our talents,

       and value the good use that others make

       of their skills and abilities,

       appreciating that each

       has our own part to play in life.

    As Mother Teresa often said 

       to those who visited her:

      “I cannot do what you do,

       and you cannot do what I do,

       but together

       we can do something beautiful for God.”
5   As we grow older,

       we would like to live in peace, 

       be happy

       and do what is right,

       and be responsible citizens

       of our town and country.

6   This chapel is a place of peace and quiet,

       a place of prayer.

     It is the centre of our school.

     We would invite you to join us

       as we pray together,

       using the words on the sheet......

7   

( > > > “Our Father” 



or use or adapt one of prayers 

8,23,24,29,55)
8   We hope that you will feel

       particularly welcome

       in our school today.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(The above words may be adapted to local circumstances and spoken by several young people or, preferably, new words can be produced after the ideas of a group are collated, perhaps including: 

- the appreciation that can be expressed via a civic dignitary, 

- what their hopes are for the future, 

- how they see their responsibilities, and

- how they might wish to make a statement of commitment.)
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