
  

   John Baptist De La Salle spends the first 13 years of his life in the De La Salle family home in  
      Rheims: the Hôtel de la Cloche (later re-named Hôtel De La Salle, and owned by the 
      Brothers). In this house John starts his formal education with private tutors at the age of 6. 
      His father (Louis) is a magistrate, and his mother (Nicolle) is of the Moët champagne family.  
      Some consider that it is from his mother that John begins to develop the deep sense of the 
Presence of God that will become such an important part of the lives of Brothers and other 
Lasallian educators and their students in the years to come.  
 

.  PRAYER (based on Psalm 139)
                       As you know and love me, 

Father and lover of life,
    you know the depths of my innermost self,
    and you understand me,
    protecting me on every side,
    shielding me from harm.
When you formed me
    in my mother’s womb,
    you knew all about me.
I thank you for the wonder of myself,
    and I stand in awe
    at all that you have made.
    so may I come to know and love you. 
Guide me in your ways.

 
     .  PSALM 91   Ant. Bless the Lord, all you angels of the Lord.
1. Those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High       2. You will not fear the terror of the night
    and abide in the shade of the Almighty                           nor the arrow tht flies by day,
    say to the Lord: “My refuge,                                            nor plague that prowls in the darkness
    my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!”                        nor the scourge that lays waste at noon.

            3. Upon you no evil shall fall, no plague approach where you dwell.
              For you has he commanded his angels, to keep you in all your ways.
             They shall bear you upon their hands lest you strike your foot against a stone.  
    
  Glory be ….
PERSONAL REFLECTION

         Birthday of John Baptist de La Salle   April 30th

Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

                                               (light the candle)
Lord Jesus, you said that where two or three come together in your name,

 you are there with them. 
The light of this candle symbolizes your presence among us,

 and the fire of your spirit within our vocation.

And so, let us remember…

All: …that we are in the holy presence of God.
Our Lasallian Heritage Speaks:

  



At the age of 10, John is enrolled in the city’s Collège des Bons Enfants, being a school of the 
University of Rheims. In 1669 he gains his degree of Master of Arts, two years after being 
installed as one of the 64 Canons of the Cathedral (aged 15). The canonry is offered to him by 
his distant elderly relative, Pierre Dozet, and the accompanying stipend will increase the family 
income by half.  As a student, John is exempted from some of the daily duties of a Canon, which 
includes gathering together to sing the Office and participate in the Eucharist.  

“You.... are angels sent by God    
    to prepare a path for him,
    so that he can enter your own hearts
    and those of your disciples.”  
“They need good teachers, like visible angels:
    .... watchful guides 

        to lead them on the path of salvation,
    guides who have an adequate understanding
    both of what God expects of young people,
    and of their ordinary faults.”  

             (Med 2; MTR 5)

.  INTERCESSIONS
1. We pray for those young people who “have not the strength of body or mind to carry the 

burdens that often crush them.”
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.       (Conduct)

2. Let us pray for all Lasallian educators that they may touch the hearts of those entrusted to their 
care, “build on the affection their students have for them, to lead them to God,” and grow 
increasingly aware of the young as “the living images of Jesus.”
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  (Med 80, 101, 180)

3. Let us pray for ourselves, that we may often draw aside to place ourselves in God’s presence, 
and so live more and more in a spirit of faith, trusting in God’s Providence.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

4. Let us pray to draw down God’s blessings on those around us, and  “ask the Lord to make our 
Institute grow and bear fruit, day by day, so that the hearts of the faithful may be strengthened in 
holiness and justice.” 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  (MTR 15)

  
 
 
  CONCLUDING PRAYER

God, ever-faithful, we thank you for the gift to your Church
   of Saint John Baptist De La Salle.
We pray that, like him,
   we may deepen our friendship with you
   and grow more aware of your presence in our lives each day.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 


